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MoMm0Osd 39M snbMymy, bojommzgmmadn

In the different periods of the history of our
country, Guria played an important role in
the public and political life of the country.
This was most evident in the beginning of
the XX century when the Russian Empire
was stormed by the revolutionary waves
similarly to the other places and the
revolutionary movements also emerged in
Georgia. During this period Krasnoyarsk,
Liubotyn, Novorossiysk, Chita and Sochi so-
called “republics” were established in Russia
and Nadzaladevi, Gori, Chiatura, Kvareli,
Zugdidi, etc. short-lived “republics” - in
Georgia. However, none of these republics
have attracted so much as attention as the
Republic of Guria.

The first demonstration in the early 1900s,
which then transformed into the armed
rebellion against the government, began
in May 1902, in the village of Guria, Nigoeti,

39Mywo
Mg3mey30mbgMgda:

09605 Abngzndznmon, nboommg
Ms00830m0, Foanndg dobomady
©o bbggdn 1900-086 BMgddn.
dma30sb9000 domn gvgon gonym
5 BOMN39 ,0MmAdx3030" 3obws,
bmam nboommMy s 09600
,806893039000" M0EYMYOS®
Aodmysmnombgb.

Gurian Revolutionaries:
Benia Chkhikvishvili, Isidore
Ramishvili, Philipe Makharadze
and others in the 1900s. Later
they were separated and Philipe
became a “Bolshevik”, and Isidore
and Benia became leaders of the
“Mensheviks”.
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Gurian Revolutionaries:

lagor Bolkvadze, Benia Chkhikvishvili, Giorgi Shilakadze in the 1900s
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after the clashes between the landowners
Machutadze and local peasants. The
peasants came out in the streets due to

the heated argument over pastures. The
information about the Nigoeti peasants
quickly spread in whole Guria and the other
villages also joined them.

In just three years, the Peasants’ Movement
finally transformed into the so-called
Republic of Guria. The dream, which for
several generations of Russian intelligentsia
had not come true, came true in Georgia.
The revolutionary consciousness woke

up among peasants and the revolution
happened in Guria — basically, now Guria
was free from the influence of the Tsar.
Soon, the Social-Democratic Party of
Georgia took the lead of the Peasant’s
Movement. Peasants’ committees were
established, that, in the beginning, only
used to set up a boycott and strike

and then started establishing their
administrations, courts (Viceroy Vorontsov-
Dashkov told Luigi Villari, famous Italian
politician and traveler, that Gurian courts
had a much fair and effective court system
than the state courts!™), weapons forge,
publishing houses, administering school
education, imposing taxes, prices, etc. The
committees abolished Tsarist administrative
institutions of the villages and took the
lead of all the governing issues.

In 1904, the Viceroy of the Caucasus wrote
in the report sent to St. Petersburg: “I

will not exaggerate if | say that Gurians
are in the vanguard of the revolutionary
movements in the Caucasus. Since the
beginning of 1904, they have aimed to
implement the ideas of democratic class
equality, abolish capitalism and change
the existing order through fear, violence
and terror”. Later, one of the founders and
organizers of the movement, a social-
democrat born in village Atsana, Grigol
Uratadze announced with pride that
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1904 Bganb 30330L00L FgxNLESE3OMN
39hgMdyMadn 3ogdozbnm dmbbgbgdedn
BoMmo: ,0M 3oo309M090, My 30(HYy30,
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0Ma@IMN nYM goodoMogdymn, —
dmg30069000 LNsBayom dEboYO®Y
3306080 ©30EYOdYMON 3bmdnn
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5 MM3sbndshHmma.l

nothing was exaggerated in the report.”!

The whole Russian revolutionary movement
talked about Guria. Famous Russian writer,
Lev Tosloty, who was a careful advocate of
peaceful, “vegetarian” revolution, called
Gurians the vanguard of the Russian
revolution®!. The Gurians did not consider
Tolstoy's teachings, which meant the
implementation of his religious-moral
ideas — impossibility to resist evil through
violence and passive resistance. His doctrine,
in this case, was far from reality and the
Gurians decided to use violence to gain
independence when there no other choice
was left.

Finally, the Gurian rebels did not manage to
resist the huge police state alone and were
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defeated, but the Republic of Guria was the
unique event in the history of Peasants’
Movement in the Russian Empire as well

as worldwide. The Republic of Guria was
often compared™ to the Paris commune of
1871, Also, it is notable that Paris commune
lasted only for approximately 10 weeks
while the Republic of Guria existed for a
longer period. Due to the fact that Paris

is located in the heart of Europe, this is a
well-known story while only a small circle
of specialists has information about the
Republic of Guria.

The Republic of Guria has its president -
Beniamin (Benia) Chkhikvishvili. He was
also called “the King of Guria”.

Benia Chkhikvishvili was born on 18
January 1880 in the village Sakvavistke, in
the family of poor nobleman. He had five
sisters and one brother. Benia studied at
the Agricultural School of Kutaisi from
which he was expelled as a student of final
year in 1900 due to his participation in the
illegal publication. At school, he became
acquainted with the social-democratic
teachings, he was a member of an illegal
circle and had close connections with

the members of the Third Socialist Group
(“Mesame Dasi”) from Kutiaisi.

Benia is said to have lived at the resettled
prince Constantine of Oldenburg's? house
and he became too close with him. The

legend says that when the prince decided

1. Paris Commune - The self-proclaimed socialist govern-
ment which ruled Paris from March 18 to May 28, 1871.
From May 21, so-called “Bloody Week” - final assault by
the French Armed Forces was launched that ended the
Paris Commune.

2. Prince Constantine of Oldenburg (1850-1906) — High
ranking military official of the Russian Empire who
since the 1880s lived and worked in Kutaisi and then in
Abkhazia.
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The parish record of Guria eparchy, the village
Tsikhe, 1880

Beniamen Chkhikvishvili

Birth - January 15, Baptism - January 22

Parents: Living in this village, nobleman Gigo Chkhikvishvili
and his wife, Natalia Katsias daughter, both in an orthodox
faith.

Benia was baptized by the priest Blagochin (Dean) of the
same village, lese Tsintsadze and Kekelidze

The sacrament of baptism was performed by the priest
Sophrom Kekelidze and the deacon Maxime Tsintsadze

to go back to Germany, he asked Benia
Chkhikvishvili to go with him but this did not
happen. As a sign of their friendship, the
prince gave him a car (Ford) and cabinet as
a present. It is unknown what has happened
09608 Abngzndznmn snds©s 1880 Bannb to the car but the cabinet was confiscated

18 00635Mb, bmGgm bayzeznbHygdo, by the Bolsheviks. Benia's wife described
3MNON 3BB3YMOL Mxabdn. Bob 3yo3wmo

bypomo @s @s 9Mmmo dds. 09600 LESIMMOEY
Jgms0bob bsadgyMbam Lammsdn, banabog
1900 By, oMamgaamym godm3gdedn

the cabinet in details in her letters to the
Communists, hoping that she would be able
to return her property.”!
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After he was expelled from school, Benia
worked as a teacher at one of the parochial
schools in Mingrelia where he was
considered to be a good teacher. In 1902,
teaching courses of the parochial schools of
Georgia were held in Kutaisi. Chkhikvishvili
called for the teachers to support the
Peaseants’ Movement, which had already
started in Guria, to spread it to the other
districts as well. Tedo Zhordania?, who was
leading the courses, was informed about his
activities and he was immediately expelled
from the school. After this, Benia went to
Chiatura where he worked at the coal (black
stone) mine.!®

According to his contemporaries, Benia was
an extraordinary, radical, quick-tempered
person who usually caused problems due to
his character. In Autumn 1920, Chkhikvishvili,
Valiko Jugheli, Valodia Goguadze, Biktor
Tevzaia and Tedo Ghlonti had a feast at the
restaurant. When they got drunk, they made
a toast to the members of the government
and the leader of the Second International,
Karl Kautsky* Tedo Ghlonti did not like

this and called them “the traitors of the
motherland” and “the agents of the western
capitalists”. Then the fight started during
which Benia beat the socialist-federalist
opponent, Tedo Ghlonti.

At first glance, there was an impression
that Benia had harped on the federalists
- he had another widely known fight with
another member: on 1 February 1921, a few
weeks before the occupation, Benia and
Shalva Nutsubidze had a dispute at the

3. Tevdore (Tedo) Zhordania (1854-1916) - Historian,
teacher and public figure.

4. Karl Kautsky (1854-1930) - Marxist theoretician, the
leader of Social-Democratic Party. He was an interna-
tional ally of Georgia. These words belong to Kautsky - “I
feel closer to the Georgian Social-Democratic Party than
to the Socialist Party in Europe”. After his visit to Georgia,
he created works on the implementation of Social-
Democratic model. He opposed the Soviet model and
criticized Lenin.
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Constituent Assembly of the Republic of
Georgia, then Chkhikvishvili hit the fist into
Shalva Nutsubidze’s eye and took his hand to
a revolver. Samson Dadiani and Nikoloz Eliava
stopped Chkhikvishvili. Nutsubidze grabbed a
chair and threw it but it did not hit Benia.

On the next day, a students’ demonstration
was held at which Shalva Nutsubidze's
physical assault was condemned. The
students expressed their hope that the
Constituent Assembly would give an
appropriate response to the undeserving
member. The Social-Federalist fraction
submitted a proposal to the Presidium

to suspend a membership to Benia
Chkhikvishvili. According to the Social-
Federalists, Chkhikvishvili insulted an honor
of the Assembly. Articles supporting Shalva
Nutsubidze were published in Social-
Federalist newspaper “Sakhalkho Sakme”, in
which Benia Chkhikvishvili's behavior was
condemned.

Finally, this case did not proceed, because
after the Sovietization of Georgia, nobody
remembered about the Chkhikvishvili-
Nutsubidze dispute. However, when one
part of the Social-Federalists began active

domgs byndndy

Shalva Nutsubidze

©EI0s bogommzggmmb
3oMmudgbhob gMmm3zbym
000m0M®y 3930
Preserved at the National
Parliament Library of
Georgia

m



09009353 Abng3zndznmads 378h0 ssMbYys
dom3zo ByEY0ndgb mzemdn s bgmo
M93mMm39M0b3gb Bonmm. Abnzzndznmo
30039390, bmam 673300d938 bgmn bHsEs

©o nbmmE b3sdn, MMBgmMNE 89608L ..

d9mMm9g @mab Mmdomnbdo gondsMmms
LOYIBHS PITMBLAHMENY,
MmImob dmbobomgqddsE ©ogdqb
©o0®ydbgogm 3Mx0sdg dom3s
633900d0b B0dNgyMn JgxMobymee.
LOYIBHYO0 BodMMY3000b696
0390L, MMI Es0x®Ydbgogman 3Mads
LoMdBsEM 38LPbL gobgd®L JoML
©@9390hoHL. bmEnom-g3gogMmomabhos
®Mog300d ©sdxyydbydgmo 3Madnb
3M9D0nyadLb BoMyoanbs Bnboomgds
09600 Abngzndznmnbmznb
©3390hoh0b bhadaybob AsdMm®3g30L
d9bobg0. }ZMagEnob Byzmms mddom,
Abngzndznmds ms30b0 bagEngmom
©edxydbgdgmo 3mMy00b mnmbds
dgmobo. bmEnsm-ggogMmsmabhoms
3309 ,bobsambm Loddgd0” N09F®Y
dom3zs byE00dab dbsM@addgmo
LHOHNYON @S ©I398900, MMAMIdT03
©333monemn nym ©93hod 09600
Abnizndznmab bsgEngmo.

LadMmMMME, Logdg oM gogMdgmgdyme,
LogdoMmmM3zgamMmL gobodgmgonl 890w93 30
Abogzndznmon-by3ndndob gbnedm3zbgods
3Mo300L sbbM3zs. 88gMod MM@bLE3
LMENSM-GJEIMIMObHMS JMNTS
Bobomds, mgom OMMBHOLY Y

domas ByEn00dab dgmeymmono,
LadFMM bymMNbyBMgOSLMSO
39H0PMO® Mbs8IMMIMMOS

©a0bym, by3nd0dagbmsb bhyabhHgodn
903000696 ©o gobysbomal: ,qb Mo
d93©@MABs 13908300, MM MJ396 3odm
©93mbLEHMENDY godmM3qgNm, 39600
Abngzndznmads Mohmad dgmMy M3s03
oM 38mambsManm” B Gmagdnb 890w©93,
53 nbhMMOsL gogMdgmgdsE dmayse:
096000 83030, baNd38LMb dn3nEY
dnbn 8ga3mosMn, domazs byyondalb

69603806 (69603) AN3ZNFINN
BENIAMIN (BENIA) CHKHIKVISHVILI

collaboration with the Soviet government,
students came to Nutsubidze and told him:
“What a mistake we have made when we
came out in the streets because of you!
Why did not Benia Chkhikvishvili also dig
out your second eye?!" ¥l After several years,
this story was followed by a continuation:
Shalva Nutsubidze's relative, who was also
a friend of Benia’s son, Slava, came to Slava
and told him about Shalva’s request that he
wanted to meet Benia’s son. It is said that
during their meeting, Shalva Nutsubidze
told Slava: “Probably you have been told
about what has happened between me and
your father. Remember that it was a fault of
my tongue.”

It is being said that Chkhikvishvili was a
left-wing socialist for what he was criticized
for his closeness with Bolshevism. However,
until the end of his life, he had been
faithful to the idea of the independence of
his country and he even died for it.”

In the early 1900s, the entire Russian
Empire became the center of revolutions
and demonstrations. Georgia was no
exception, which was overwhelmed by
the revolutionary wave. Clashes between
the revolutionaries and soldiers of the
regular army were frequent. The Russo-
Japanese War also began in 1904, leading
to famine throughout the country, and
events culminated in the January-june 1905
revolution.

Benia Chkhikvishvili had oratorical talents.
People used to gather to listen to him. In
1903, he became a member of the newly-
established Batumi Committee of the
Social-Democratic Labor Party of Russia.
During his staying in Batumi (he worked at
the Mantashev's Second (Richter) Factory)
he demonstrated his organizational

skills. He planned and participated in the
extrication of his friend, imprisoned by the
Russian soldiers, which many considered to
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be impossible. Chkhikvishvili accomplished
this mission successfully after which he
became a revolutionary and his status
among military circles was elevated together
with the status of Batumi Committee and
Benia was named “General-Governor of
Bartskhana”.

In Spring 1903, during his speech at the
anniversary of shooting the workers’
demonstration in Batumi, Benia stood in
front of an officer when they approached

the military headquarters, and told him:
“Down with your Nicholas!” In 1904, during
the clash with police at the demonstration
against the war with Japan, Chkhikvishvili was
holding a flag in his hand." (Both of these
demonstrations were organized by Benia).

After the revolutionary events, it was
impossible for Benia to stay in Batumi and
he, as a member of the committee of the
Workers’ Social-Democratic Party of Russia,
started illegal working in Thilisi. He was

an organizer of the press and propaganda
groups. During the three months, he
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established links between the Thilisi
committee and the village organizations of
Kakheti.

In October 1904, Benia was arrested

in Thilisi and taken back to Batumi.

He was accused of organizing Batumi
demonstration and secret publication-
house. However, soon he was released on
bail. Following the decision of the Thilisi
Revolutionary Committee, he went to Guria
to lead the movement.

Under Chkhikvishvili’s leadership, in 1905,
the City Council of Ozurgeti was dismissed
and the “Provisional Parliament of Guria”
was invited. In the elections, Chkhikvishvili
received 958 votes out of 970. He was also
often called “the President of Provisional
Parliament”!" He had an influence not
only on Ozurgeti district but also on the
railway, which had sometimes been under
the control of the strikers and sometimes
- the government. Chkhikvishvili was said
to allocate oil and food himself, his single
call was enough for him to be provided by
a delegate train from Batumi or Samtredia.
He was always accompanied by the armed
groups and everyone used to make a way
for him. “Everyone listened to Benia and
accomplished what he had ordered"™ when
he was just 25-year-old. It was said about
him that “if Benia Chkhikvishvili had not
been in Guria, there situation would be ten
times more disastrous”. [

Famous military and public official,
Georgian general of Wehrmacht, Shalva
Maghlakelidze wrote about him in his
memoirs: “Benia Chkhikvishvili, famous as
the President of Guria, was an old-style,
truthful and brave man. He was useful for
rebellion, he could use weapons, did not
need a school for it, he was well-known in
Guria. He returned from penal servitude,
with hoarse voice, aquiline nose, beard,
mustache. He was a huge man”, ']
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On 14 October 1905, a strike began in the
South Caucasus. In Guria, it was perceived as
the beginning of rebellion but for rebellion,
a great number of weapons was needed.

Even before the strike, the attacks on officers
and Kozaks and grabbing their arms was
common, but during the strike, such cases
became full-scale: based on the decision of
military headquarters, ten soldiers under the
leadership of Grigol Dumbadze, attacked the
sleeping officers in 1904 and took Bernard
arms, several swords and cartridges. On 11
October, approximately at 9:30, between
Supsa and Jumati, hundred armed Gurians
stopped the train and grabbed five boxes of
revolvers together with bullets and hid away.
051 On 16 October, the soldiers of Chokhatauri
local organization attacked Police guard
post and post office, one was killed, two
were wounded and several were taken as
prisoners, including police officer (Bokauli)
Gagua who “was taken by the Gurians with
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great courtesy”s ' They also took arms - 10
bearden rifles, 12 rifles, 2 revolvers, bullets,
etc. The administration of Ozurgeti district
was concerned with these events after
which armed head of the district with 120
Plastuns®, accompanied by 13 policemen
went to Chokhatauri to restore order.

On 20 October 1905, 14 kilometers away
from Ozurgeti, near the village Nasakirali,
there was a battle between the Red army
soldiers and Kozaks in which Kozaks were
defeated. According to different reports, 10
were killed, 14 were wounded and 6 Kozaks
were captured. Also, they took weapons and
horses. One person from rebels was killed
and two were wounded."”

According to the documents, Guria
committee, specifically Benia Chkhikvishvili,
Nestor Erkomaishvili and others led

the Nasakirali battle. Almost the whole
society of Guria, up to 4,000 people

(Filipp Makharadze names 1,000 men)
participated in the battle. It is being said
that up to 60 men were well-equipped (30
men, according to the other data), others
had flint guns, axes, knives and other
agricultural instruments.

In the beginning, Benia Chkhikvishvili
refused to attack the Nasakirali mountain
pass to avoid unnecessary sacrifice. He
considered that this would aggravate the
situation and would give advantage to
the government to activate the repressive
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5. The arrest of Bokauli was explained by the rebels
as an attempt to keep him away from the expected
repressions as long as they had good relations with
him. Gagua was treated well and after a few days, he
was released. Interestingly, Gagua had not informed
against anyone. He only declared that he was taken
blindfolded, treated well and returned to Chokhatauri
still blindfolded.

6. Plastun - Cossack infantryman in the Kuban and
Black Sea Cossack Subdivisions with intelligence and
defensive functions.
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machine against the Guria population (which
was proved) but as long as the majority
made such decision, he agreed, went to
Nasakirala and did not leave the warriors
until the end of the battle."® Chkhikvishvili
gave commands to the soldiers — where they
should have been allocated and how to act.

On 21 October, the manifesto of 17 October
was taken to the rebels.” According to
Isidore Ramishvili, Noe Ramishvili gave this
notice to the leader of the rebellion, Benia
Chkhikvishvili." The discussion whether to
continue or suspend rebellion began. Some
of the rebels said the rebellion was crushed
but the majority said that this was still better
than nothing.”® However, not many believed
the manifesto, on 21 October the shooting
suspended and people dispersed.

Nasakirala impressed everyone and it
significantly facilitated the armed rebellion
in the Russian Empire.® @Vt is said that after
a long time, Kozaks asked one another: “Do
you know Nasakirali?” It is notable that later
the Communist rewrote the history in such a
manner that Stalin was represented almost
as a leader of the Nasakirali battle and

Guria rebellion. Through this, they wanted to
elevate Stalin’s image. If the Nasakirali battle
had truly been planned by Jughashvili, he
would have been mentioned in the countless
memoirs left by the Georgian Bolsheviks. The
political situation in Guria was led by the
Mensheviks. The Bolshevik Tengiz Zhghenti

7. According to the October 17 manifesto, which finalized
the 300 years of the rule of the Romanovs, the people
were granted the basic guaranteed of civic rights - the
invitation of Dume elected by them, implementation of
democratic reforms, freedom of speech, gathering, press,
etc.

8. The communists portrayed the Nasakirali attack as one
of the most important battles carried out by the Georgians
and voiced it with the help of the famous historian Niko
Berdzenishvili: “Our whole history is an endless struggle
for progress and culture. David the Bulder’s Didgori battle
against Turkish barbarians and well-known Nasakirali
against the Tsarist reaction are particular moments of thie
epic struggle”
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(his wife was Benia’s sister) mentioned that
the party organizations in Georgia were
under the influence of the Mensheviks.

@2 n fact, in the Russian Empire, only in
Georgia the term “Mensheviks” meaning the
“minority” did not describe the reality.

On 9 January 1906, for celebrating the
anniversary of the Bloody Sunday?®, almost
all of the Red soldiers of Guria and the
local population, more than 10,000 people
gathered at the main square of Ozurgeti.
2,000 demonstrators were armed with
Berdan rifles, “Smith & Wesson” and hand-
made bombs. The demonstrators with flags,
singing La Marseillaise walked around the
whole city, held meeting at which Benia
Chkhikvishvili made a speech. He finished
his speech with these words: “Down

with shameful governments, down with
autocracy, long live the Republic!” According
to the investigative materials, he also said
that all of the King's servants “would be
hanging on these trees”. Then he led the
armed soldiers on horseback to meet the
army coming from Batumi. On his way, he
called for the villagers to arm themselves.
However, the battle was not held.®!

In January 1906, after crushing the Guria
rebellion, in violation of the decision of the
committee, Benia Chkhikvishvili stayed in
Guria. He was a tall man and used to joke:
“How can such a man of this height hide

in the city?” (In one of the letters, Benia,
who was in exile, wrote to his mother:

“the height of the door is one and a half
arsin® and | hit my head as | forget to bend

9. Bloody Sunday is the name given to the events of
Sunday, 22 January [0.S. 9 January] 1905 in St Petersburg,
Russia, when tens of unarmed demonstrators were fired
upon and killed by soldiers of the Imperial Guard.

10. Arsin - old-style measurement of length, equal to
7112 cantimeters.
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down”). He considered that leaving Guria

“was impossible for him and continued to
work, restore crushed organizations and
traveled from one region to another for this
purpose”! During one of such travels, on
19 February 1906, in the village Aketi, he, all
of a sudden, came across with the Kozak
patrol who recognized and arrested him.
Chkhikvishvili was sent to Ozurgeti where he
was immediately identified.”!

On 21 January 1908, the court case of the
Republic of Guria started in Thilisi. The
participants were tried according to the
article 102, including the creation of special
organization for overthrowing Tsarism
through armed methods. Benia Chkhikvishvili,
Nestor Erkomaishvili, Simon Ghlonti, Sergo
Surguladze, Mose Tughushi (it is being said
that a list of the people who participated in
the rebellion was discovered at Tughushi’s
apartment during investigation), Razhden
Khomeriki and others were held responsible.
Some of them managed to hide away.

The defendants were in preliminary
detention for three years. The newspaper

R}moob 30bo@ob

096000 309M abmzab
393903600 gm@HmbyMomo
1907 Bannb 6 ©939809M0

Photo sent by Benia to his
sister from Poti prison
December 6, 1907
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(29 June 1906) reported: “As we have heard
from the real sources, B. Chkhikvishvili, who
is at the Kutaisi Hospital now, is in a very
bad condition. The dampness of the prison
and unbearable conditions have affected
Chkhikvishvili's organism for which he is

ill now. Sometimes he even vomits blood”.
The defendants addressed the head of the
Thilisi Special Court to invite the lawyers
to defend them who played a huge role

in the preparation of the case and lawful
management.

Because the main witnesses did not come
to the court, the lawyers requested to
postpone the hearing but the court did not
satisfy their request. Then the defendants
and lawyers expressed protest and refused
to attend the hearing. After the protest, the
court decided to hold an open hearing and
the defendants agreed to participate in it.

It is notable that the members of the court
were afraid of the terrorist attack of the
Gurian revolutionaries. Besides, up to sixty
witnesses addressed the Viceroy that they
would not come to Thilisi because there
was a threat of their assassination - the
terrorist had already killed four witnesses.
For this, the court initiated a request to
the Ministry of Justice to take this case to
another city of Russia, which was satisfied,
the case was transferred to the Odessa
Court Chamber (Benia Chkhikvishvili's
speech was named as one of the reasons
for this decision after which, according to
one witness, the court hearing “turned into
a demonstration”)2e!,

Regarding moving the case to Odessa, the
lawyers sent a dispatch to the State Duma
where it was said: “The case of so-called
Guria Republic, which was held in Tbilisi
in January, is moved to Odessa where,
during these few days, all 12 defendants
will be taken, who have been arrested for
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more than 2 years. More than 100 witnesses
are invited for this case, out of whom, due
to the long distance, no one will be able

to come to Odessa. Due to poverty, they
cannot invite their previous lawyers who are
already familiar with the case containing
nine big volumes. Therefore, by moving the
case to Odessa, they are deprived of any
chance to defend themselves”?The lawyers
demanded the case to be held in Thilisi

but their request was not satisfied and the
defendants were taken to Odessa by the
military ship. At the Odessa harbor, former
head of Ozurgeti district and the general and
the head of the city, Tolmachov met them.
The newspapers represented the Gurians as
savages and promoted their negative image:
“The Gurians are worse than African savages,
not only having business with them but even
looking at them is dangerous”?®! For such
reputation, the secretary of the court went
to prison accompanied by 12 militiamen.
Only after this, he ordered the defendants to
be taken out of their cells but when he saw
intellectual youngsters, dressed in European
way, he let the militiamen to go.

As it was expected, many witnesses refused
to travel to Odessa. Only 13 witnesses out of
58 came to Odessa.

The court hearing, similarly to Thilisi,
attracted a huge interest in Odessa. The court
building was protected by the police from the
people. Regardless of the increased interest,
the hearing was closed for the public.

The German-language newspaper
,Kaukasische Post" also reported about this
case with a long letter which was different in
terms of attitude and spirit from the other
articles published in the same newspaper.

Benia Chkhikvishvili was sentenced 4
years, Nestor Erkomaishvili 6 years, Giorgi
Mamulashvili, Mose Tughushi, Surguladze,
Lomjaria and Totochava life-time
resettlement, two defendants were freed.
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As long as during the imprisonment of
Shilakadze and the brother Gogitidzes

the court case in Odessa was already
finished, their case was discussed in
Kutaisi: Shilakadze was sentenced a
lifetime resettlement to Siberia, the brother
Gogitidzes were confiscated all of their
honors and responsibilities and they were
sent to hard labor for 6 and 4 years.”!

The sentence under the Tsar's court was
relatively soft. If it had happened under the
Bolsheviks, none of the defendants would
have survived.

Chkhikvishvili was resettled in Siberia,

in the Kerensky Oblast of Yakutsk
Province. There he met with his future
wife, a revolutionary from Vladikavkaz,
Nadezhda Kaloeva. Regardless of their
different ideological positions — husband
was a Menshevik and a wife - left-wing
revolutionary Social-Democrat (SR).

Once, when he was a Mayor of Thilisi,
Chkhikvishvili returned home and the
whole leadership of SR met him there - his
wife Nadya organized such meetings at
home. When he saw this, he took a phone
and called Valiko Jugheli™ - “I have all of
the SRs at home, come and arrest them”.

In 1912, Benia was released from prison but
he remained in the resettlement until the
end of 1917. In February 2017, after the fall of
Tsarism, the situation in the whole Empire,
including the Caucasus and Abkhazia, has
changed. In these new conditions, the
highest organs of the government were
represented by the temporary government,
Special Committee in Transcaucasia and
the Public Security Committee in Sokhumi
Okrug. The last one was established on 10
March 1917 and Aleksandre Sharvashidze
was its head, soon he was replaced by D.
Zakharov. Benia Chkhikvishvili was a de-
facto head of Sokhumi city.

11. Valerian (Valiko) Jugheli (1887-1924) - Commander of
the People's Guard of the First Republic of Georgia.
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The people provoked by the Bolsheviks
managed to take a lead for a while, occupy
Sokhumi and arrest Chkhikvishvili for 6 days.
Benia wrote about this: “It was our obligation
not to allow these armed people in the city
but we were not capable of it. We could not
do anything with 70-80 people against 1500
(they were supported by the destroyers
located by the Sokhumi seaside) and for
this, when the armed peasants encircled the
city and started shooting on 26 March, we
did everything to avoid bloodshed. We had

a moral right not to allow them in the city
because they were supported neither by the
self-government, nor the Council of Workers'
Deputies or the locals but we did not have
any other chanceB” Regarding the Sokhumi
developments, the government of the
Transcaucasia announced: “The Bolsheviks
who occupied Sokhumi and Sokhumi district
a few weeks ago, addressed the favorite
form of government: they fully demolished
the city, caused the disorganization and
terrorized the population..”®"
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On 9 April 1918, Seim announced the
independence of the Transcaucasian
Democratic Federative Republic and the
government led by Akaki Chkhenkeli

was approved. Of course, Abkhazia was
included in the territory of the Republic of
Transcaucasia. The Russian Bolsheviks did
not conciliate with the idea of losing the
strategic region and restoration of historical
justice. In winter and spring of 1918, they
attempted to occupy Abkhazia twice. In both
of these cases they managed to conquer
Sokhumi and establish the dictatorship rule
of their temporary government - so-called
“Revolutionary Committee”. The greatest
part of Abkhazia became a subject to
Bolshevik terror and robbery. Based on the
decision of Trancaucasian Seim and the
Government, the National Guards of Georgia
freed Sokhumi from the Bolsheviks on 17
May in 1918. On 11 June 1918, an agreement
between the Government of Georgia and
the People’s Council of Abkhazia was
signed, which became one of the legal
foundations for returning Abkhazia under
Georgia’s jurisdiction.

In the mid-June 1918, the Russian
Bolsheviks carried out another attack from
Sochi and came to Atoni. On the request
of the member of the People’s Council of
Abkhazia, Georgia sent a military until led
by General G. Mazniashvili to Abkhazia.
On 19 June, General arrived in Sokhumi.
Strengthened with the cavalry of 300
Abkhazians, the Georgian army started

an attack on 27 June as a result of which
Abkhazia was freed again.

The threat soon recurred: On 9 October
1918, the separatists, provoked by the
members of White Guard, attempted to
carry out a political coup in Sokhumi
through violent means and an overthrow
of the leadership of the People’s Council,
including the head Varlam Sharvashidze.
The attempt has failed. On the request
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of the head V. Sharvashidze and the
members of the Council = D. Emukhvari, I.
Gogelashvili, I. Phashalidi and P. Gelovani,
the Government of Georgia dismissed the
People’s Council of Abkhazia, arrested the
conspirators and announced the elections
of the representative organ. During the pre-
elections campaign, Georgia had to repulse
an attack of the White Guard from Sochi.
The enemy occupied Gagra and entrenched
near the river Bzipi. Still, on 13 February
1919, it was the first time in the history of
Abkhazia when the democratic elections
were held, in which the Social-Democratic
Party of Georgia gained a victory.??

By the end of 1918 (November-December).
Benia Chkhikvishvili had to return to
Abkhazia and settle the situation in

these difficult times. He was appointed

as a Commissar of the Government of
Georgia in Sokhumi district. He remained
at this position until 1919. Under his
leadership, the tensions were defused,



39M330LIBRMEO.

Logmmbyg 83nMg bobdn 33aMo3 gobdgmMo:
M9mMazsMongmaos 8ngm Badadgdymas
La3eMohnLH]OTS 1918 Bannb 9 MgHMBdgML
domamonb gdnm bomab bmbyddo
3mmnH03aMn gos®mosmaonl dmBymods,
bobsgnbm bodgmb bgmddmzsbgmmonb,
dom AmmMoL M30x5MIsMNb 30Mmyd
doM3080d0b gooygbgods. I3IMmMOy
Aondomo. babombm bodgmb
mo3850ma3sMmab 3. doMzod0dob ©o

LodgmMb Bg3Mgonb . gdnbzamab, n.
3M3amMad3nmnb, 0. BadsmnEnbs @ 3.
39mm3060L Bnbosydnm, byadosmmazgmmb
dmo3Mm0sd oBbdMS Labsmbm Lodgm
©anmbmazs, 39mddxmadn @asdahndms

©o v00b 398093 BoM3MBdagbmmonmo
mmMgebmb vMAg36900 obndbo.
B0bsbosMAg3bm 30835600L 3gMnm@dn
bogdoMmmzgmmb dmybos bmgnwoasb
d90mgmomo mgmmMgzsMongmgdnb
dmgamngos. ImBnbosmB39398 dogMs
303930 @ 8. 0BNBOY godogdMo.
dngbgmozom v80bs, 1919 Bmob 13
®909M35mb sx@bsdgmnb nbhmMmosdn
30M39m0 ©gdmzMshngmon sMhgzbgon
Aohomos, MmBgmdnz bageMm3gmmb
bmMENsM EyIM3MHNYMTs 3sMmbNSD
835005M335.57

09600 Abngzndznmb, sxbsdgmdn
©30M7bg0s o LNMYIENOL IMBZJ0d
LBEMMIE o8 Moy dMBgbHdn, 1918 Bannb
omemb (6mgddgm-g39309MBn) Bmybs.
030 ©3nb0dbs LagomMmzgmmb dmszmMmonb
3m0nbMo bmbydnb mangdn. sbndbym
05658090md3dY nb samhs 1919 Banob
33Momodg. bEmmgw dnb 3gMnmodo
dmbo ©adodymmonb gobdgbh3o,
3M030b6smgomab o by3amMaHNLHYOMSH
Bomaohgogmn omMdms, sMAg36900L
AoHomgos. 09600L BoMIMBdagbmo
dy08omonb 99093, 330Mg 0b3nabHhgdL
oy oM Aogmzmnao), dsbdhodym
390mMb3mMgOL 3xBbIBYMTN 3NN MM
39mboo.

Lbmbydnb 8809080 dnmbByyan BamTshgdnlb

the fight against criminals succeeded

and the elections were held. After Benia's
working as a representatives, except for
the minor incidents, there were no massive
demonstrations in Abkhazia.

The attempt of the Bolsheviks overturn
finished soon. After the artillery units left
Sokhumi waters and the Social-Democrats
mobilized their strength, the Committee for
Restoration of Public Order was established
under the leadership of Benia Chkhikvishvili
for fighting anarchy and armed mobs. Finally,
Abkhazia continued its existence under the
Republic of Georgia and was not transferred
to the Bolsheviks.

After his success in Sokhumi, Chkhikvishvili
became one of the most influential figures
of the Menshevik government. On 2 February
1919, in the elections of Thilisi Council,
Aleksandre Lomtatidze was elected as a head
of the city and Beniamin Chkhikvishvili as a
governor of the city. The meetings of council
were held in Georgian for the first time. After
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the announcement of the First Republic,
the level of self-governance, freedom and
democracy has significantly increased in
the country.

When he was elected as a governor of the
city, Chkhikvishvili was in Sokhumi. He was
notified about this via dispatch and he was
asked to speed up his arrival to the city. The
City Council established 2250 Roubles salary
for the governor and 2000 Roubles for

the members of the board.B¥ Notably, not
everyone was happy with Chkhikvishvili's
appointment as a Mayor - in the opinion

of the right-wing oppositionist, Spiridon
Kedia, in the existing conditions, instead of
Chkhikvishvili, it would be better to elect a
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“determined, highly-developed and educated
person in the city economy”. In a response,
Social-Democrat Razhden Arsenidze said:
Social-Democrats believed that Chkhikvishvili
would meet their expectations.

As often mentioned, under his leadership,
the capital “became significantly national
and progressive”[35] While Benia actively
fought against speculations, he also payed
a lot of attention to the hygiene of the

city, carried out activities against infection
diseases and Cholera For instance,
newspaper “Ertoba” (8 August 1919) reported
that the governor of the city, Beniamin
Chkhikvishvili banned selling drinking water
in pails in the streets. Through his work,

it was decided to create a free bathroom
for the poor and allocate 120 beds for the
infected at the N1 Hospital.[36]

He started the eradication of crime,
especially those committed by the high
officials and militia. “The measures taken
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by me and the head of militia (Valodia
Sulakvelidze) still have not brought a
positive result. Some militias continue
taking bribes and groundlessly assaulting
citizens" 5"

According to the newspaper “Sakartvelos
respublika” (19 October 1919), at the
meeting of the self-government, the
governor of the city, Benia Chkhikvishvili
asked the council to apply for the
government to resettle the unemployed
elements from the city due the housing
crisis. The housing crisis in the city was
acute — many state officials did not have
apartments and for this, the government
even employed unpopular approaches such
as the requisition of the apartments.

Under Benia's leadership, the city
attempted to improve the living standards
of students. He cared for the Georgian
theatre even when Georgia was already
occupied by Bolshevik Russia.

Benia Chkhikvishvili made a great
contribution to the collection of Niko
Pirosmanashvili’s paintings. When

Dimitri Shevardnadze, a well-known

artist and public figure, was collecting
Pirosmanashvili’s paintings in Tbilisi’s
shops and palaces, at the dealer’s place
valuable collections of Pirosmani’s
paintings was found, but he refused to
sell them. Shevardnadze addressed Benia
Chkhikvishvili, who threatened the dealer
to close the shop. Pictures were purchased,
but when the shops were taxed, the dealer

12. Benia Chkhikvishvili's call was published in the
newspaper “sakartvelos respublika” (29 July, 1919): “There
is a case of Cholera in the city. Heat begins and the
Chorela epidemic may erupt. Take into consideration
that the best way to be safe from Cholera is vaccination.
The vaccines are prepared in the Union of the Cities and
Military Laboratory and they are checked by a special
commission. The vaccination is not harmful and painful.
Citizens! Get vaccinated and advice your friends to get
vaccinated too. In this way, you will keep safe yourself
and your loved ones too.
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approached Chkhikvishvili and demanded
him to be exempted from taxes and he had
achieved his goal.B®

Famous poet, Titsian Tabidze reports about
this in the newspaper “Barrikadi” (22 January
1922): “Then the theatre was neither for the
Georgian artists. If the theatre had been
built, the only reason for this was the city
governor, Benia Chkhikvishvili. It should
be said that nobody had done so much for
the Georgian arts by that time as Benia
Chkhikvishvili did. This person was the
only exception, he hated vulgarity, deep-
rooted in the leading party. He bravely
accomplished what he wanted. He loved
the Georgian arts... Not saying this, would
be a great ingratitude. Benia Chkhikvishvili
was the only patron of the Georgian artists.
At every jubilee, he used to come as Don
Quixote and his word was the greatest
present”.

From the letter of “Theatre and Life” (N8,
1919), we learn that while living in Abkhazia,
Benia actively helped the collector of the
Georgian folk music, Dzuku Lolua. For his
group, Benia bought “22 pieces of clothes”.

Emile Vandervelde, the founder of the
Belgian Socialist Party and the Minister of
Justice and State, who traveled to Georgia

in 1920, mentioned: “It is being said that
people are formed through religion,
language and race. The Georgian Church
has never backed off in front of the Russian
synod. The language managed to resist

the Russification. % of every 100 citizens

is ethnically Georgian and when | want to
remember their proud, brave and beautiful
visual, I look at the photo which the head of
the city (Chkhikvishvili) gave to me in which
he is dressed in national clothes next to the
Caucasian border column’!*!
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0000my: bagdommzgmmb gdmzMmohngmo MgLbdndmnznb dmy3z0I0mmMdnL mab 3¢b0d3z6s
MYLMO39mM0b geddnMdY IMgdoMmqds 3gmMmg nbHaMbsE0MBsmMNb gmMYasE0s @ badJsMmzgmmb dmsgmmonl
BoMIMBoagbmgdn (1920 Byann)

Above: Celebration of the Independence Day of the Democratic Republic of Georgia
Second International Delegation and Government of Georgia to Visit Rustaveli Avenue (1920)

00M33603: mdomabo 30M3gma MgL3ydwmangnb 3gMomeadn
Right: Thilisi during the First Republic

©333IM00 bagdommzgmmb gMmm363wm sMmJn3zdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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In 1920, after the incorporation of Batumi
district, Benia was appointed as a general-
governor. He arrived in Batumi on 7 July
1920.

The head of the city council appointed by
the British leadership®, Maslov wrote in

his memoirs: “and finally, on 4 July, they
officially declared the delegation of Batumi
to Georgia, regardless of numerous protests
and demonstrations.

On 8 July, the English and French flags were
down and the Georgian flag raised. On 10
July, the allies officially left Batumi. We were
left face to face with the Georgians”. Then
he continues: “Chkhikvishvili only agreed

to this position with the precondition that
nobody would interfere in his business

at least for two months. The Georgian
government appointed him in Batumi

with the belief that he would dispel
revolutionaries and Kartvelophobics from
there by the iron fist. The government was,
fortunately, not mistaken”!,

13. From November 1918 until July 1920, Britain held the
mandate of governing Batumi. Britain controlled Baku
deposits of oil, also the oil factories in Georgia and Ba-
tumi port. This period was called “British occupation” in
the Soviet historiography. In July 1920 Britain delegated
its mandate to the Democratic Republic of Georgia.
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“With the help of the general Mdivani™
(already in the carriage), | organized a
meeting with Chkhikvishvili and told him that
| was aware of the potential resettlement.

I asked him to release the prisoners to
prepare for the travel. Chkhikvishvili - a tall,
thin man with exhausted face and Russian
beard, a true social democrat - was listening
and looking at me. When | finished, he asked:
- Yes, yes. Haven't we met before? — In 1906,

| was a secretary of the chamber which
sentenced him the resettlement to do hard
labor. Yes, in Tbilisi, in 1906: but does it have
anything to do with the subject of today’s
meeting?

Chkhikvishvili pondered: Yes, you are right. It
has nothing to do with it. As for the list, | will
show it to you”.

Benia released the prisoners and gave them
an opportunity to pick up their baggage
(linen, clothes and money). As for the
furniture and the other belongings, including
more than 50 carpets, Maslov was not
allowed to take them.

For restoring order, Benia took a “strong
hand” Valodia Sulakvelidze to Batumi from
Thilisi. Sulakvelidze accompanied Benia
everywhere — he was a head of the police
in Kutaisi, head of the fronier rearguard in
Sokhumi, general governor of railways, etc.
He settled the situation everywhere”. But he
had to stay for a while.

After the district and city police
administrations of the English governor
were transferred to the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Georgia, Batumi district was divided
into five police areas that were ruled by the
police commissars. 330 militiamen worked at
the Batumi Administration of Internal Affairs.

14. Zakaria Mdivani (1867-1933), a member of Nicolas II's
retenue, the head of the 4" army corps headquarters,
Deputy Minister of Military of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia.
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There was approximately the same number
of militiamen at the Batumi district militia"

Before arriving to Batumi, Chkhikvishvili
announced that there was no place for the
enemies of Georgia in Batumi and the anti-
state activities would be unacceptable.[42]
The situation in Batumi was very difficult
at that time. According to the newspaper
“Batomis purtseli” (N26, 1920), “There is so
much evil in our region, so much poison is
poured and so many people are poisoned,
that we need giant measures for the
recovery in order to awake the district, open
its eyes and make it stand on the right
track”. On 26 July 1920, Chkhikvishvili issued
an order about the “order in the city”.
According to it, those who would not submit
to the government and breach the law,
would be strictly punished. Militia together
with army started patrolling the city and

it gave a result — the criminal situation
improved. Moreover, the government of
Batumi district attacked all of the parties
and organizations that held a anti-state
position, mostly, this concerned the
Bolshevik Party. Many of its representatives
were in the city and were organizing

the activities aimed at undermining the
government. The government additionally
issued an order “about the eradication of
anti-state activities”, which concerned the
activities of the Bolsheviks - they disgraced
the government of Georgia, spread
proclamations in the society and facilitated
the chaos. The Bolsheviks expressed a
protest over the implemented measures
and their delegation visited Benia. During
their meeting, they told him that with this
order, Georgian breached the agreement
between Russia and Georgia singed on

7 May 1920 The Batumi commissar

15. On May 7, 1920, an agreement was signed between
Soviet Russia and the Democratic Republic of Georgia
recognizing Georgia’s independence de jure.
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responded that it was the Bolsheviks who
violated the agreement as they facilitated
the disorganization in the society and
carried out undermining activities. This was
followed by the series of arrests after which
many Bolsheviks were resettled from Batumi
district.l*?!

During Benia’s governance in Batumi, an
interesting meeting was held. A great number
of Russian intelligentsia, fled away from the
October Revolution, gathered in Georgia.

One of them was a poet Osip Mandelstam’,
who came to Batumi but was arrested as a
doubtful person. Titsian Tabidze and Nikoloz
Mitsishvili addressed Benia Chkhikvishvili to
release him. Chkhikvishvili ordered to bring
Mandelstam to him, remembered Mitsihvili:
“A toothless, bald, short and thin man
entered who was wearing torn up shoes, dirty
shirt and wretched trousers. It was a biblical
scene. Chkhikvishvili looked at him, turned

to us and said: “I thought he was a man and
what a terrible thing he is..” Then he offered
him a seat politely and diplomatically found
out that he was truly a poet and apologized”.

Following Chkhikvishvili’s order, “Mandelstam
received money needed for his clothes and
living for a month”. 7!

In February 1921, before the start of the
war with Russia, Benia Chkhikvishvili was
appointed as a general-governor of Eastern
Georgia. On 19 February, he addressed the
citizens:

16. Osip Mandelstam (1891-1938) - Russian poet of Jew-
ish origins, prosaist and translator. One of the greatest
Russian artists of the XX century. A friend of the Georgian
“tsisperkantselebi”. He has translated many of their works.
After the numerous arrests and resettlement, in 1938,
during Stalin’s terror, he died with Typhus while being
resettled.

17. In his memoirs, Mandelstam does not remember the
Georgian poets and he gives credit for his audition to Be-
nia Chkhikvishvili to the editor of the Russian newspaper.
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“Dear Citizens,
The first victory is achieved by our army and
guard!

The nation has grabbed the capital from
the enemy - the barbarians of Soviet Russia
and Armenia.

The enemy is broken but not defeated.
Nobody should be deceived by this great
victory! Now we need to mobilize are
strength to crown our victory.

For this, we need unity!

Everyone should guard his work!

Warriors, with the arms to the frontline!

Everyone should follow orders!

Not a single drop of wine should be drunk,
not a single drunk man should be in the
city!

Curious citizens should not interfere us by
walking in the streets!

Those who have horses, bring them to the
administration of the head of the rearguard.
Those who have arms but cannot use them,
give it to the government and it will give
them to the warriors!

Don't leave a single cartridge at home!
Everything should serve the self-defense!
Calmness, order, unity and bravery - this
is what will save us finally and everyone
should serve it!

This is a responsibility of all of us toward
the democratic, independent and free
motherland! And for those who do not
submit to this, the government has special
measures. The traitors will not be tolerated!
The general-governor of Eastern Georgia,
Chkhikvishvili”]



bLogoMmm3zgmmb 3nM3zgma Mxb3ndmagzgnb dmagzgMmmdnb Mmegzdzmadamy, bmg gmMmoobno

Noe Zhordania, Chairman of the Government of the First Republic of Georgia
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Noe Zhordania and Benia
Chkhikvishvili

Meet Representatives

of Second International
Visiting Thilisi
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When there was a battle with the Red Army,
Geronti Kikodze witnessed one story: “There
were some heavily wounded among the
Russian soldiers. One of them for some
reason was laid on the balcony of one
house. His leg was broken and was running
out of blood. He asked for a cigarette with
the pale lips. Benia Chkhikvishvili, whose
brave appearance and character was unfit
for the tall cylinder and white gloves he
wore, gave him a cigar-case. Someone told
him that the general-governor of Thilisi
was suggesting him a cigarette. The dying
man received this remark indifferently and
greedily smoked the cigarette..”¢,
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The Acts of Independence of Georgia, signed

on May 26, 1918 and March 12, 1919

Due to the international political situation, Georgia was the
first to leave the Transcaucasian Federative Republic and the
National Council declared independence.

At the opening session of the Constituent Assembly, the
members of the House reaffirmed the independence of
Georgia and signed the Act of Independence in the ceremo-
nial situation.
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The map of the Republic Georgia for May 26, 1918

In 1918, Georgia started independent life in this borders. The territorial concessions caused by the Treaty of
Brest-Litovsk were hard because Batumi district went completely under the control of the Ottoman Empire. In
a short period of time, the Ottomans held a referendum in the district and disallowed Georgian population to
participate in it, but later Georgia managed to restore control over the district de facto and de-jure.
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The map showing Georgia’s historical territories
presented by the Chairman of the Georgian Gov-
ernmental Delegation, Karlo Chkheidze, at the Paris
Peace Conference (1919)

Because the balance of power had changed in
Europe, Georgian territorial claims were different in
1919. Small nations were given the right of self-
determination. Therefore, the map presented by
the Georgian delegation contained the territories
controlled by the Georgian government as well as
historical lands.

333900 bagoMmmzggmmb gMmm3bym sMmjnzdn
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The sketch and the description of the Coat of Arms
of the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918)
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The sketch of the flag of the Democratic Republic

of Georgia approved by the Constituent Assembly
of Georgia (1918)
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LagoMmmzgemb bodbgMmm EMm3nb 3obmbo
(29 093990960, 1919 Bgmn)

The Law of Georgia on Military Flag. (December 29, 1919)
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The military flag of the First Republic of Georgia

The map is restored by the Giorgi Mazniashvili Youth Legion
The Standard of the Government of the Republic of Georgia

3300 bogommzggmmb gMmzgbym sMjnzdo
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia

53



54

bmEndM-EgIM3MGH Ym0 3aMmBnob basMAgzbm doxmghaba, bnodn N15 - 09605906 Abnzzndznma
(n0630M0, 1919 Byenn)

©33MY30050mmMonb dM3mM3900L 30M39mM0 EMY700s0 boJsmmzgama sghonMn 3BEIdS sNBYM
3MAY36900LMZ0L Moms IMgbnbs LiggmsMn Ms30b MganHNdsE0s s BsMBsHgonm AssHdMs

1919 Bmab mgdgmzsando.

The Election Bulletin of the Social-Democratic Party. Beniamin Chkhikvishvili was N15 in the list (January, 1919)
After independence, the country started preparations for the elections in order to legitimize itself as
an independent state and managed to successfully hold it in February, 1919.
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Abngzdngnmon sdxydbgdgmon 3Myonb Bx3Mmn gebea.

The final protocol of the main election results of the Constituent Assembly of Georgia (1919)
The Social-Democratic Party of Georgia received almost 84% of the votes and Benia Chkhikvishvili became
a member of the Constituent Assembly.

©33IM0s bagoMmmzgmmb gmm3zbym sMjn3dn
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(1919 Bgemn)

Constituent Assembly of Georgia.
Beniamin Chkhikvishvili in the back row.
Photographer - B. Kozak

1919
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35bLBamo LaLs (12 sMpa, 1919 Byman)

The opening session of the Constituent Assembly
of Georgia (March 12, 1919)
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3obLBom0 LyLoo (12 BoMmEn, 1919 Bgma)

The opening session of the Constituent Assembly
of Georgia (March 12, 1919)
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LagoMzgmMmbL Edxd670gmo 3Mgdnb 90s3z96mmdy
1919-1920 6mgddo (1919 Byanon)

bhshobHZgMn dMbsEgdgda gMm3zbadabl, 3MmEgboabl,
3obsmmgonby o BaMImdsgzmmonb dobgogznm.

Members of the Constituent assembly of Georgia (1919)
Statistical data according to nationality, profession,
education and origins.
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3Mmgnhe Bomoss / Gogita Paghava

LagoM3zgmMmML EL3Bd670gmo 3MIO0b BxBo3xbmmMos - bgmbabgmo M3Ydgbho
(1919 Bgemn)

©30xYdbg0gm0o 3M700b yzgmoedg sbsmgsdmms 633M0, 24 Banob gmanho Bomasgzs, bmanm
y39masdg sbogmzsbn, 75 Beab bogm Bogmmadg ny3696.

Members of the Constituent assembly of Georgia - manuscript (1919)
The youngest member of the Contituent Assembly was 25 years old Gogita Paghava,
the oldest - 75 years old Niko Nikoladze.

©33ImM0s bagjoMmmzgmmb gMmm363m sMmJjn3zdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia

1924 Banab 30 93300HML LLMZ dogMM0sbgdYMN LdbgmaBoxgm 3mmohnzymn LoddsMmnggammb
(orny) ms3dsomsmyd, ggmagdb dgMsgnbb3nd go@sbsbmgdsdn 8ymazn bagdoMmmzgmmb
B0600m3@yamdab AmdMomdnb moEgMmgonl - 09bns Abnzzndznmal, Bmg bmdgMognL, gmagndho
RoMo35L, 38bom BmENsb s gnmmMan BnbsddmzMndznmal sbzmMgHnb LebdEns obEe.

On 30 August 1924, the head of the Joint State Political Directorate of USSR, Felix Dzerzhinsky
ordered the shooting of the resettled leaders of the Georgian Resistance Movement - Benia
Chkhikvishvili, Noe Khomeriki, Gogita Paghava, Vasil Nodia and Giorgi Tsinamdzghvrishvili.

33900 bagoMmzgmmb 3oMmmodgbdnb gMmmzbym dadmommyzadn
Preserved at the National Parliament Library of Georgia
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09600006 Abng3znd30emab dngMm Fx3Ladmn gMm3zbyma The form of National Council filled by Beniamin Chkhikvishvili

LaOGML Bg3Mab 36390 (1919 Bemgdn) (1919)

096008 g3ngmb-dg Abngzndznann/ b.co. (bmzosm- Benia - son of Gigo Chkhishvili/ S.D. (Social Democrat)/ 38 years
©90m3Mshn)/ 38 Banab/ ads©ydmn 1881 Bgmb/ old/ born in 1881/ wife, two children - 5 and 3 years old, mother,
3MMO, mAO 3300 5 s 3 Banab, s, ©s, d8s/ sister, brother/ nationality — Georgian/ profession - agronomist/
9Mm3b6900m Jommzgmn/ 3Mmaxgbnoo sgmmbmadn/ educational qualification: final year of Kutaisi Agricultural

School. Haven't finished the school/ detailed address - 3 Ganovi

3obsmamgonb 39600: Jgmsnbob bodgyMbgmb
Street, 2. Telephone number 17-64

LLBIZMOMAL P3b3L3bgM 3Mabnsb. bymms
©3050, 0bNE M 3NbMMgons/ EIB3IMoMgdNm
3Mabn - 3gobmanb Jgho N3, 00bs N2, Hhamaxmbn 17-64.

©33IM0s bagoMmmzgmmb gMmm363m sMmJjnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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©33M900 Jomsg mdamabdn gosbobogdab

©3690900b MOMOBY, AMAbLYBgOdgma - 89600 Abnzzndznma
(1920 6genn)

1918 Benoob dmymeagdyann, bagsMmzgammb
©9dmzMoMnymo Mab3xdmninb 0ngEahn LM HRMM

©9 IBMM EIBNENOIM0 bgdMEs sM3bhHodnmyM
93Mmbm3ngyMo 8gmdsmgmonl s bsdbgmm bxgMmado
©0E0 @3b6sbaMzgonb dodm. s8nbom3znb J39Yyobodn ©o
39bbognmMmadnm 3o monmnbdn ABEIOMDS sbsam-sbsgmn
3o@abobogodo.

Decree on the introduction of new taxes in Thilisi,

speaker - Benia Chkhikvishvili (1920)

Since 1918, due to unstable economy and big military expanses,
the budget of the Democratic Republic of Georgia became more
and more deficient. For this, new taxes were being introduced in
the country and especially in Thilisi.

©33ImM00 bagommzgmmb gMmm3b63m sMmJjnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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000mobob M30603D00L LaEazMOL os39g0nb gaagads s gdsms badnbobdHmmb
39683 BH00m0 doMmamo (1919 Byanon)

03203MMs B3300900Ls s J39Y0b3d0 gMO3BNBIENNL (H7330L DML godm, Jomagolb
0003MmMO30 3goabyznhs mOnmabob M3n603dOL LEEIMNL Fod3xMJOS
300bmgnb 3MmgdhnE dgndndags. gb bagoMmzgmmb EgdmaMsdHngamn Mgb3dyomninb
00 830Mg 0603NdHN390L AMMNL nym, MMAMIOnE 9bgdM©s NBBRMILHMYIHYMSLS
@0 8My bLodbgMmm 86 bmEnsmMyMm bognmbgob.

The plan of the Tbilisi Railway reconstruction and the explanatory card of the

Ministry of Road Connections (1919)

Due to the increase in the flow of passengers and pace of urbanization, the city
government has decided to reconstruct the Thilisi Railway Station and elaborated a
project for it. This was one of those few initiatives of the First Democratic Republic which
concerned the infrastructure and not the military or social issues.

©333mM00 bagdoMmmzgmmb gMm3b6ywm sMmJnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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306mb3Mmggho mdomabdo badgebogMmm sMjo3znb
©33MbYONL MOMODY IBHODHIO0m S boaMmsmamMmoibznm
(1920 Bgemn)

Legislative proposal on the establishment of the scientific
archive in Tbilisi together with the financial estimate (1920)

©33IM00 bagoMmmzgmmb gMm3bym sMmJjnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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8ngdogam sMednsb@n / Mikael Aramiants

3Mma330330M900b bobenab dmbobymosm 36mdnma
nd0mabymo 3096903960bs S 393969k 0L, dngdogem
3M19006300N30L MONNLTN, MYbMO3gmab Jyho N1-30
0g0oMmg bobmab RodmMmm3g30b oaggbomagds

(1919 Ggaa)

0s0NYEIOM 3MNBNLNED godmInbsmy, bobgmadbogm
bagnmmgonbmznb 3oM3zga Magb3ndmnzsdn 3b3wadom
39Mdm bogrMMyonL ASIMM™MB3Y30L BagHgoL, MydEs
d9bs0sd0bo 3M3396LsENAL gosbnao.

90909 3M3805630L Lobmab AsdMMHMIY35L

©@o 3m3396LsEnab 3oEgdsb 3nMos d9bny
bgm8dmz0b3MmMO@e. @MaLEMIMONM Ms30LIBMIONL
0mM9obHg 8gosmy dzgamn dgbmods 3oa3gmgoymMNs s
95030 8yoIMMOL babhdMm.

1921 Bganb 6mMmIq303900s d0gogm sMsdnsbiL,
ymazgmgaasn 3m3396bssnnb geMadg, bMyms
Aodmommzgb @smAgbnman gmbgo..
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The resolution on the confiscation of the house of a promi-
nent businessman and patron from Thilisi, Mikael Aramiants,
located on 1 Rusatveli Street, for establishing a house of
labor unions (1919)

Due to the budgetary crisis, the confiscation of private property
was a common practice in the First Republic but only with
relevant compensation.

Benia was in charge of confiscation of Mikael Aramiants's house
and his compensation. Today, the old apartment on the Liberty
Square is reconstructed and the hotel is located there. Mikael
Aramiants maintained most of his realty in 1920 but in 1921,

the Bolsheviks invaded Thilisi and they confiscated the private
property without any compensation.

3300 bagommzggmmb gMmmzbym sMjonzdo
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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000mabbL Jomoagob Mmz0mIFoMmm3gEmdnb Labymbocmm
396ymxzz0mgdab bobyMmbocm P6ygos s 1920 Benab
30M39mo bado m3z0bmznb

The statement of the Food Department of the Thbilisi
Self-Government for the first three months of 1920

©33IM00 bagommzgmmb gMmm363wm sMmJjn3zdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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®OnnLNL Jomogdnb dmyMaznb, 0960s AbNgznd30mNb
0bmzbs ©sdxrkydbydgmn 3Mgdnbodn 8ndnbsfMy
baMEg00Lbm30L 30.000.000 36gmMnL FnEg80L MIMOSDY
©s0x7dbq0gmn 3Mgdob msbbdmds, MMIgmbsE byl
0B9ML Me335MBsMab v8bsbsgn (Bmoanang), 9930007
msyYs0d30ma (s3Mmnann, 1920 Bgann)

The request of the regional governor of Thilisi, Benia
Chkhikvishvili on the allocation of 30.000.00 Roubles and the
consent of the Constituent Assembly signed by the Deputy
Chair, Ekvtime Takaishvili (April, 1920).

©33IM00 bagoMmmzgmmb gMmm363m sMmJjn3zdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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LMENIM-BIEIMIMOLHMS BMIJ300L MO3TFEMI3MADL, gMngmm Mibomodab dmbLgbgdama
00Macn 09600 Abnzz0d30mbL s omzs 633900dgb dmMmab dmAbwsmn nbi3nwabhH0bL
89bobyo (1921 6gema)

3Mngmem MEbnmaedgd om3ndgbdhb ogmomm hBnmobnb bobgmadbogm gbnzgmbobhaH oL
bHIbBHIS bagMmmm 3M7ONL gebEbowyds domn egddhmmab, SMmMmE@aLbmMm domas ByEnondnb
39090L 0eMdsdY. bHybHY0ds 09003L ,LsbHNZN 3MMAHILHN o DODMN” godMYEbsAL.

The report of the head of the Socialist-Federalist Fraction, Grigol Rtskhiladze about the incident
happened between Benia Chkhikvishvili and Shalva Nutsubidze (1921)

Grigol Rtskhiladze attached the statement of the Students’ Assembly of the Thilisi State
University about beating Professor Shalva Nutsubidze. Students declared “strict protest and
aversion” against Benia.

©333mM00 bagdommzgmmb gMm3bywm sMmJnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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bogommzgemb gMmm3zbymn Ladgdmb GgMmoema
LAYMBIYIEML dBOLMYMYOgMO 3MBohgH0bada (7
00635M0, 1918 Bgn)

LLogdommzgmmb gmmzbymo boddm EombBAbydgmoy,

Mm3 LodyMBoYsbm BbyMmzamam ogdamb dbsmb Azgbn
LEAIMOMML 3bmzMgdab AMBaLMNZIONL Ldgdgb, dmnbdsmb
®330L go3mgbasl s@bsd-JoMmzgmms 99dMOMyMa
7Mn0gmmd0L gobadhznEgomam”

3@bsdgmab bognmbo b BabMngdn bagoMmzgmmb
©9am3Mahngmo Mab3nxdmninb EMMLE N©gs MIanmbnb
bOmH3NYmn 3603369MMONL odm. s@bsdgmab dngbnm
dmddgo 3mmnhnigm doamgdb dmmab sdMdn nymEBM@Y,
Bdman ©9603060L MgMI33MONIMaOL gdgMmms BboMmb,
BoBomog bodsmmzgammbmsb nbhggmsinob dmabmg

0ym, 83Mgmgg 3609369mmzsb0 nym dmmdg3nzgdnb
393mM9603. 90b03bgmo 3odhehnsb 3bgzgdom, MmI
bagoMm3zammb Egdm3MaHngamn Mgb3dydamninb 3mannhngs
3xbsd bombmsb dndoMmmgdnm baznmbab dsgbndsmyMa
83300M0036380 goagdms nym. badmmmme, sxbsdgmdn
©9dm3Mohngmao sMAgmMas 9Mm3bgmas bodgma
bogdemmzammb E9dm3ManHnym MaL3xdmMNzadn sMAgBab
©o 80b 8900003906mMds80 3obznmaMgdnb 3ds snmAns.

The letter of the National Council of Georgia to the executive
committee of Samurzakano (January 7, 1918)

The National Council of Georgia is convinced that
Samurzakano will support the arrangement of political life in
Georgia in a positive way to influence the strengthening of the
relationship between Georgians and Abkhazians.

The Abkhazian issue was on the agenda of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia due to the strategic importance of the
region. There were controversies among the political actors
inside Abkhazia, some were supporting Denikin's White Army,
and the part was in favor of supporting integration with
Georgia, Bolsheviks’ influence was also significant. From this
quotation, we find that the policy of the Democratic Republic
of Georgia was the peaceful solution of the issue related to
the Abkhazian people. Eventually, the National Council elected
in Abkhazia chose the way of integration and development in
the Democratic Republic of Georgia.

33900 bagoMmmzggmmb gMm3zbym sMmjnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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LagoMm3zgmMML Es3x8Yd6gdgmMa 3Madab dagM
8907935390m0 3MbLAHoBHYENEL 3Mmgddho
LagoMmmzgemb dmangMamn 3ymbab, dom dmMmob
33bodgm0b 33hHMbMAnM 80sMM39mmMmMdgdDY
(1920 6gem0)

Anbann 117 - sx3bsdgmL /bmbydab manga/,
LO3YLENNBIBM LagdsMmzgmmb /dsmdnb 8bsmyg/
©3 DoJom3msb /dsgsmsaal mangn/, bagdoMmzgmmb
M9L3ndmNn3nL gebyymaxgm Bsbnmgob, 960gg0sm
3anmMmoMng Lygdg90d0 s3hMBMBnyMa
00sMm3gamoo.

The Constitution Drafted by the Constituent Assembly
of Georgia on Some Parts of Georgia, including the
Autonomous Governorship of Abkhazia (1920)

Article 117 - Abkhazia / Sokhumi /, Muslim Georgia /
Batumi / and Zakatala / Zakatala District/, integral
parts of the Republic of Georgia, shall be granted
autonomous local governance.

©333IM00 bagommzgmmb gMm3zbywm sMmjnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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Lmbyddn goamgdyma 69605 Abagzndznmab
am@m (1920 6yo)

Photo of Benia Chkhikvishvili taken in
Sokhumi (1920)

©333mM00 bogommzgmmb

30Mmydgb6hnb gMmm3zbem dndmommy3sdo
Preserved at the National Parliament Library
of Georgia
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3g3badgmab gMmm3zbyma bodgmb bogmbLbhohygom gmgazsgnab
693M900b dmbLYbgd0MO doMamn bogdoMmzgemmb EsdRYdbydgmn
3M300boan, 3mbLAHNGHYENNL 89079353900L 3MMEgLAN RsMmm3znb
03m0s9dY (5 093990960, 1920 Bgma)

bgadmaByM9gd0 7333YMBNg0sL godmmg30096 adxwydbgdgmon
36900b 3Mgdanydnb dndomam, MMB sx3bodgmMNL v3hMbMBnnL
3909003908 dbmmmo 3o 30gM bEJds O sx8bsdIMNL
BomIMAoa)bmgolb dbmmmo nbxmmdsE3nob gobsbmoswm n639396.
0799839 bodemmzgmmb adxydbgogmon 3M7onb 3MydnNdnEsb
303003600 BgMmomo La3nMNL3NMML dEILHIMIOL s smbndbymo
BgMmoao dbmmme 9Mmzbymo bddgmb MeBgbndg sxzbsdo BgzMab
30Ms dmbsdMyds dga3ndmns gabznbnmma.

Report of the Constitutional Delegation of the Abkhazian National Coun-
cil to the Constituent Assembly of Georgia on the involvement in writing

of the Constitution (December 5, 1920)

Signatories express their discontent toward the Presidium of the
Constituent Assembly that the elaboration of the Abkhazian autonomy is
only their discretion and the representatives of Abkhazia are only invited
to get acquainted with the information.

However, the letter sent from the Presidium of the Constituent Assembly
prove the opposite and the above-mentioned letter can be considered
as a personal opinion of several members of the Abkhazian National
Council.

©337M00 bagdomm3zgmmb gmmzbym sMmJozdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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bogoMM3zaMmMbL EdxdbydgmOo
3M900b 3n03Mm3s sxbsdgmnb
33hmbmBoymo gMmomggmob
3mBLbHndHE0nL gbsagbom dgMgnmo
3m30bnob dggdb0b MmemodsdY. 9Mm3nL
Lo83bodIM0L v3hMObMB3nnb dgbobyd”
3gH0b sbemo o sdRYdbydgmn
3M9700b gosbyzghomadgdn smbndbym
bagznmbdy (Bmgdogmn, 1920 Byann)

The address of the Constituent Assembly
of Georgia regarding the creation of the
joint commission on the composition of
the Constitution of the Autonomous Unit
of Abkhazia. The copy of the legislative
act “On the Autonomy of Abkhazia” is
attached. The decisions of the Constituent
Assembly on this issue (November 1920).

©33IM0s bagoMmmzgmmb gMmmzbym
sMgjozdn

Preserved at the National Archives of
Georgia



LagoMmmzgemmb bodbgMmm dnbabEHMmab, 6mg Mdndz0mab
9mbLY6g0s bogommzgmmmb dmagMmmonbowdn, MMAMNMLE
33bodg00 badbgMmm d933MaLZL6 gomv30LYRM©E96 o
Lo6sE3MME LadbgEMmM LHALLbYMI0 Ambamabygds
99L3m0b YBMYds dngEem (16myddgMma, 1919 Byma)

50 39M0MEAN s@bsdg0nL BB dxbenndn nym, Bsbnmn

30 = 9MmabHnobn. nd0b gemzamnbBobgdom, MMI MaL3YdMNZs
09LEMNTgoL FoMAn oM ndsebgd s, C8Zs MsmMYMo
bag@Mmbg, MmM3 Ambsbmamonl gMabhnsbymn Bsbamo
Mgmognsb d9033ma@as. 83sL LobymBBoxrMI EomMIMOnm
330bybe: ,.309075MMO My Lobgdn sdbodgmMAb 3MBobsmnsdhnb
®03050M3sM0L sdML o 303sABNS My 300363 PBMbmMo©
50bodg0nb LaMBIYBbMYONL FnbgE3nm OYMAP, bagnMmm
0005AB0s badbgMmm 093sMNLY S 8908M3MYOYM donms
396mbBab 1-amn gbann s0bsdYOBY MMgonm 8fM o3MEIMOIL
©o 80b Bagmem 3ngEab dom badbgmm badbobymMan
dmbomabggdsm dgbamab g@mads” bmg Medndznmo.

The report of the Minister of Military of Georgia, Noe Ramishvili
to the government of Georgia based on which the Abkhazians
were exempt from military service and instead were given the
right to join the military voluntarily (1 November 1919)

In this period, part of Abkhazians were Muslim and others —
Christians. Considering the fact that the Republic did not call

out Muslims into military, there was a risk that the Christians
would convert to Islam. The state responded to this with

a concession: “Considering the opinion of the head of the
Abkhazian Commissariat and as | consider it unacceptable to
divide Abkhazians according to religion, | think it is necessary the
military service and the first article of law on armed forces not to
extend to Abkhazians temporarily and instead Abkahzians to be
given the right to join military voluntarily”. Noe Ramishvili.

©33ImM0s bagommzgmmb gMmm363m sMmJjnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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LadbgMmm dababhHMab, bmy M33nd3znmab dmbLybgdnmn
00M3m0 bgmo-bmbydnb M30603d0b 339690MMANL
3330MgdmMmonb Jbabad (3980960, 1919 Byenn)

M30003%s bagomm nym nbgzg MmEMME sBLbIBIMNL EsbsMAYD
LagoMmM3zamMMLbmMeb B0dMLZNL obogdzmogbgdmy,

0Ly bLodbgMmm 30Dg09dNLMZNLE, MOEEsb o8 3gMom©adn
M90mM700 (©9603069mMgdnb) s Bommgdalb (dOmmdg303900b)
556900 LoJoMMNZgMMLMZNL Lu@MNbaL BoMIMoEbE.:
,30080080 3MBHo 0y d93Ms bygMomdYmMo bomdsmn
m39M330900 3ogmab BMmBbHdY® dgndmgds @anbymb dambolb
®30L Ommm MNEb3gdnEsb, BghHom bagnmms M3nbab 3oL
3943008 @LbMMEL 1920 6. s3MnEabm3znb”.
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Minister of Military, Noe Ramishvili’s explanatory card about
the necessity to build the railway of Kheta-Sokhumi

(December 1919)

Railway was necessary to improve the mobility between Abkhazia
and the whole Georgia as well as for military objectives as the
Whites (Denikin’s army) and Reds (Bolsheviks) were a threat to
Georgia: “As long as signicant military operation may begin at
the front-line of Gagra from the end of March, it is of utmost
importance to finish the building of railway until April 1920”".

©33IM00 bagommzgmmb gMmm363m sMmJjnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia



00 ycwienHON ueHcin, nenpanmsaeyoii Hawk

LMbYB30L bogomogm ddsMNzgamMMOnL dngMm dnbogob
Lagdgms LOBNbaLHMMB0 gogdazboman 36mds J. bmbydnb
853bm3My0gmas MoEgbmzbmdab 3gbabgd (1920 Byenn)
bbgssbbgs 3gMom@dn bmbyddn dzbmamgdms

M0Ebzn nE3moodmMEo. 1886 Byanb bmbydn Lsdysmm
BdmBnb bmmxzgmn nym 412 dmbobamnm, 1897 Bmobozgnb
Jomogddn 9339 8.000-09 3060 3bmaMmoO..

30M39mo Mgb3ndmninb 3gMomedn 25.000. 1926 Byanl
dmbobagmdob MoEbzds n3anm s 21.500-b 890396 ®o.
MyLymob N339MNs YymM3gmmM3nL FoM-3o3g sMmbyMo
Jommzgmaol, 89aMgmaoL, 3sbgmgob s o.d. sbY39
3999089000 8sbn3gmnmgoms gmboggma ydnmMabmogonl
bagnmbom s dsmn Mogbmzbmdoo.

A report sent by Sokhumi City Council to the Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs about the size of Sokhumi population (1920)

The size of Sokhumi population used to change in different
periods. In 1886, Sokhumi was a middle-size village with the
population of approximately 412 while by 1897 there were
already 8000 inhabitants, during the First Republic - 25 000. In
1926, the size of population decreased to 21 500 people.
During description, the Russian Empire used the division
principle: Georgians, Mingrelians, Kakhetians and others were
described separately. Also, it actively manipulated the issue of
ethnic minorities and their numbers.

©33ImM00 bagoMmmzgmmb gMmm3bym sMmJjnzdn
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0M0Bobgmab saMmab ggbgMmengdab dnhnby

o 3mMmab dghymonbgdgdo dcmszmmonb
003950M03M0La©IN EnbaMg 0D0BNEI6
000nboMy 3930nMad©Y LagoMmmzgmmb soMmby
o dmbanbgoms 3M3nob dmMmab BgohMmomymn
Bmb0b s330L La3nmbdY [Jommymoo
6500M3ga6n maoEnsmyMo Em3ydgbhgodn] (11
0360bo - 7 03amabo, 1919 6gmo)

1918 Benob 6mMgddmMoeb 1920 Bob n3mnbsd©Y
bagommzgmm Maxb3xdmnznbs s, BMZs®,
30335b00b doMmmznb dobsdn 3gmbs
006099050 @ dMohsbymb, MmgmmE 3nM3gm
abm@mom m330 gedsMy3gdnm dbamMab.
oMmohebgmon vbY39 gbdoMadm@s ,mgNMIONL
amdmomosb” Mybgmdn, Mab gedmE sx3bsdgmn
bmoh9angm 8603369mMmMASL 3HoMxds Mmamm3
0mMm3930390m06 adsmEbgdab dgdmbggzedn
330000bg30b dgbadmm 3oMnobhom, nby
303350000 bEHMSHYzNYN S LddMyB3gmm
360d369mmd0b godm.

0M0hobymnb 30gM Fobohnb ohm3gds
L0900M700b" badmmmm sdomEzbgdsd

@ MmbmMb0bL dns 3mmahninmads
©a30Mnb3nMYdsd dgodmnbzns. 0Mahobgmds
506900 300Y3860 30335L00S6, ML 890333
1339 0mmdg3039M MyLamL dngEs Lodysmgds,
Mggnmbo dogmnb3ngMmn 3gmmgdno
,30960mmgo0bs”

The notifications of the British Army generals Beach
and Core from the river Bzyp to the head of the Gov-
ernment on the issue of preserving a neutral zone
between the Georgian army and volunteers to the
river Mekhadiri [official translation of documents in
Georgian] (11 June - 7 July 1919)

From November 1919 until July 1920, Great Britain, as
a winner party in the First World War, had a mandate
to govern the Caucasus.

Britain also supported the “White Movement” in
Russia and Abkhazia had a strategic importance

for retreating in the case of defeat against the
Bolsheviks as well as for the strategic and industrial
significance of the Caucasus.

The defeat of the Whites and the internal political
confrontations encouraged Britain to leave the
mandate. Britain withdrew army from the Caucasus
after which Bolshevik Russia was given an
opportunity to turn the region Red through violent
means.

33300 bagommzgmmb gMm3zbywm sMmjnzdn
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3M6LAHO6HNBM3MMIn bagdoMmmzgmmb admmadsdhoymo
60MIMAs3agbmab, gMmogme MEbaomadab dmbbgbgds 3ofmem
Abgndnboadn, 3oLMsb MLAYMYMT0 goabobmagdymo sx3boda
993050/09000b 3000H0L MIMODY (19 MgdgM33emMN, 1920 Byena)
Bamomdn gMmngme MEbomsdg beydMmmMOb 3x3ognMgdab,
05M3s605b s Fommsbnsb Fobmsb 30D0HDg s Fsmn bubgmom
JmEe3L gommm Abgndgb bagsMm3zgammb sIMY3ngdMMONL
3M03M708L.

ob BgMmL, MM MLbBsmymdn 8zbmzMyon, asbmmgdom 150.000
3®8bsdn 3n3050M0 3Bs@ 9MAb, bsMmn ogdomMmL s@3bsdIMNL ©o
bodsMmmzammbL gMamMASL.

The report by Grigol Rtskhiladze, diplomatic representative in
Constantinople, to Karlo Chkheidze about the visit of the Abkhaz
Muhajirs exiled in the Ottoman Empire (February 19, 1920)

Grigol Rtskhiladze speaks about Muhajirs, Marshania and Marghanaia
and on their behalf, congratulates Karlo Chkheidze for the
recognition of Georgia’'s independence.

He writes that about 150,000 Abkhaz Muhajirs, who live in the
Ottoman Empire, are ready to support the unity of Abkhazia and
Georgia.

©339mM00 bagoMmmzggmmb gMmmzbym sMmjnzdn
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LagoMmmzgmmb EgdmgMmadnywm
Mab370mazobo o OMmAgx3039M
MLy b dmMmob AMLzM330
©0©909m0 bygmgsMymgds

(7 do0bo, 1920 Bgann)
bgamdg3mymgonl mebobds,
MyLgmMads bodsMmzgmm g-nyMy
36m smLgOYM LdM3Mgddn, N0
30Mmono, MmMA bagoMmzgmm dob
HhaModmMM0sdg oM obomoggoms
MyLgM0LbeEIn AHMYMSE
306bymonm oMmyob. dmbgmzdn
3o30Mmymo ImadsMegzgdgonl
898093 bgmdg3mymgosb bgann
dmabgmab bogdemmzgmmb
abMnsb gMmngma gMmohedyd

©o MyLbgmnb bMnEsb ma3
3oMobobas.



Treaty of Moscow - signed
between Soviet Russia (RSFSR)
and the Democratic Republic of
Georgia (May 7, 1920)

Bolshevik Russia granted
Georgia de jure recognition of
independence in exchange of
the promise not to grant asylum
to troops of hostile powers to
Bolshevik Russia on Georgian
territory. The Treaty was signed
by Grigol Uratadze from Georgian
side and Lev Karakhan from
Russia.

©333ImM0s bagommzgmmb
9Mm3zbym sMgjnzdo
Preserved at the National
Archives of Georgia



03605 Ab0g30830m0 JoMmaym 53MMab6 (1920 Bgn)

ym3zggmo sbomb393mo gds badbgomm gaiL:

09, dmgomagdy bodemmzggmmb ydmzmadnyma Myb3xdmaznby, sm3mJ300 bogsMmmm s M3BFL EMmTnb B0body,
MM 990m39©0 LagoMm3gmmb EgIMzMadnymo Mab3xdmnznb s8Mm3n 390LabyMM LLTTMOMMUL, bagoMm3gmmb
©93m3Mmahnymo MaLb3ndmninb dmazmmdab, MmgmmE gb 399x33Mgds 3sdHnmMLLB, gMMagyMm ©s FgasaM MaLb3dyodmnznL
53600 3o3L; ymzgmazsm gagnm3zgonb s bozmymmzsb9gdnb dobgegzam, Amzsmyg 30M ©a3033s bayzsmaman
L3ddMoOMm fgdo - bogjoMmmngzgmm - 1386sb369m bLobbmab 63gmsd@g, MmgmmE gomMmgdy, nby dnbsym AHMmdaLELb.
330(m3 Imzomy 39M 30ym gMmomgyma, badsMmmanabo, ms335660M7mo s 3Enmmdgmo d9dbMYMdgm0 JRMMbM
0Mdsbgdg0nbo, MMAgmboE 899bgd0ob Mab3dxdmnznb baMagdmMNabmosb s dmagmmdab dmmbmzbamgdsm.
990m3mb0867mM 30EL ESPMP393MaE s L3LdNM FgbMmYMadsL bMYw dmgdomsgdgmomng 8ggbgdnm 3869M byamb.




Benia Chkhikvishvili at the Georgian army (1920)

Each recruit used to take an oath:

“l, the citizen of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, vow publicly in front of the army that | have joined the army of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia to serve my homeland, the government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia as befits an honest, faithful and steady
solder of the army of the Republic. Regardless of poverty and imperfection, | am obliged to protect my beloved homeland - Georgia from
external as well as internal enemies to the last drop of blood. For this, | am obliged to be faithful, fair, selfless and indisputable executor
of the orders of my chiefs that correspond to the welfare of the Republic and the requirements of the government. I sign the intact and
complete fulfillment of the above-indicated oath with the full civic awareness”.

©333IM00 bagdommzgmmb gMm3zbywm sMmjnzdn
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00mobo babgymadbogm nbogzgmbabhgdab MagdhmmMmab,
3MmPgbmM 03067 3030b0330mab 30dsMm3d M3330L
3m3ohghnbodn OmmIg3039M MYLyMeb MAda
36039MbodgH0b 3MMmxemaLMM-FsbEs3mMdmMadb
3mboB0mgMdnL Momdsdy (16 mydgMzama, 1921 Byenn)
$030b0dznmnb dndsmm30b d90w©93, 3MmMEBaLMM
05bB33mMgdmMg0nb oMms, M3dn gbnzgmbohghnb dMszsmo
bhnabhos hogMmom.

The address of Ilvane Javakhishvili, Professor of the Thilisi
State University to the Committee of Self-Defense about the
participation of the professors and lecturers in the warfare
against Bolshevik Russia (16 February 1921)

Following Javakhishvili's address, apart from professors and
lecturers, many students also got involved in the war.

©M33996(h0 ©oEgmns bagommzgmmb gmm3zbyem sMmjnzdn
The document preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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09600 Abngzndznmab dngMm gwaabnmn, mdamabab
9mbobgmodnbaznb godnd6mo dmbmegds 1921 benab
90000M0b M3Jo Jommzgmms 6amIshgdab dgbobyd

(19 ;godgM3aea, 1921 Bgana)

®909M3m0b Esbabynbdn JoMmymads oMo Mad9bndy
0603369mM300 3odsMy3900L dnombos, mydEs bogomm
0ym b IMONENBSENY, MIZsh FM3MMAST 3oMZo®
76yms, M3 MmMbHNL baddg Mabymbgdo nbyMgoms.
09600 Abngzndznmds bomblb dmyBmos neMmomnb @
3b96900b AsdsmMadabs @s BobMNgnL oE30L3Y6: ,9Mmn
639000 m306mM oM anmamMb, gMmn Im3Momn Joasddn
of aymbl®

The call for the Thilisi residents prepared by Benia Chkhikv-
ishvili about Georgians’ achievements in warfare

of winter 1921 (19 February 1921)

In the beginning of February, the Georgian army achieved
several significant victories but the full mobilization

was necessary as the government was well aware that

the recourses in the frontline were running short. Benia
Chkhikvishvili called for donating horses and weapons and
keeping orders: “Not a single drop of wine should be drunk,
not a single drunk man should be in the city!”

©33Ym0s bagommzgmmb gMmmzbym sMjozdo
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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The invasion of the 11th division of the Red Army in Thilisi (1921)




tviaﬂt i e
ww b et PR g

.-.-..\ 4 g y
Rizn o - |
_l..-..l.\v .\__q.._ h_..i. - .“._ *-... .._1 ! e
muml Lt t.&....ilu...h_‘ __; . Ty 7 A
o AV 2N unu A Y TR ..F_& o |
H..s 4 e . w, h ' _._ IP ‘._-r Pﬁ_ﬂnv & |, A #
w2, Iﬁnﬂm\ nm? I g bl TN s

e

c
<)
™ ©
o2
dmv.lb
o
€ 8
O
& o
o ©
® 3
)
€ .2
& <
o o
o <
E®
& <
58
O/
g =
€ o
2 =
L ]
0-.I‘
= w©
2
<3
& 2
c
88
2o
& a



LodoMmzgmmadn badgmms MyLyMOL
d90mbgannb 89093, ©960s Abnzzndznmo
mzobob gofMmgdg 9803Ma3nadn,
0M030030M39M™Ma 3MBLAHBHNBM3mmadn
Bogno. bmg 3mMobnsb 1921 Bemnb

28 8omBH0b gobioMmgymgdom of

30909060 bogdoMmmzgamb BnbsbLbyMo

©o 93mbmManggMma Lognmbgodnlb
dmabgbmngqdgamn ,,dms3zmmonl
93mbmadnzgmn 3mdnbns” gnbsbboms
dnbobHMmOL 3MBLAHBHNB] gobwamoznb
mo3050m3sMgmdnm, bmem

09608 mphmaznmams 3mdnhghob
mo3050madsMmy gob@s. 9Mmbablb
39M0s603d0 sbmzMmmd, sMbs bobdn
30 LI®MIBRgMIN OBYAbEL. My MMEMM
3360300s 0L MEsbmob ndymgdom
©admMaosL, 3oMaa AsbL Bggmmaby

©o 830mM900LoEA0 ogdezboam mns
0oMamyddn:

»19/1X 23 6gema. Bgdm d300Robm dngdybo
3M0dy. boyzoMmgenm, 3n3Mo3 gyemdn o
33MB60 y0300m030. 3obbmzwagb, d30emm,
MMA3 808039600 gyemn y0g396mm
99008 83300Mnv, 3gemno 05396 o
093960 60b30b 0390000 LEMEbenMAD.
MMEO gondw®90n, 3odnb 3oggo, Mma dy
9MdRR9M0 dMoenn dndndm3znb ;g3960
obgor godboMmyoodn... d3nenm, nyozn
39001 ©o EJEL ©335960. bEOZ300
990003 989Mg0MEPI0 © EIEIL
©oY39M901. 3960 09600

09600 Abngzndznmao ba@Mebgzgmdn
Lb3sEALb3s LdgBNBMASL 9BgmMEe,
9o dmmob dmbsbomgmds Myndbob
LagomgEmmM HodMmnb sEagbodo,

After the invasion of Soviet Russia in
Georgia, Benia Chkhikvishvili went into
exile in Constantinople without his family.
Based on Noe Zhordania's order of 28
March 1921, the Economic Commission of
the Government was established there to
settle the financial and economic issues.
The head of the committee was Konstantine
Kandelaki, Benia was the head of the
Committee of Refuges. For a while, he lived
in Germany and then he based in France.
How he suffered from the separation from
his family is visible in his letters sent to his
wife and children:

“19/1X 1923. My dear boy, Grisha. Darling,

I hug you and kiss you. Remember, son,
that your father’s heart is dead without
you, waits for you and lives with the hope
to see you. When you grow up, you will
understand that I have no fault for your
struggle... Son, be obedient to you mother.
Always cuddle Slavka and obey to you
mother. Yours, Benia”.

Benia was doing different works in France.
He participated in the restoration of the
Reims Cathedral as a painter. Also, he was
involved in agriculture and worked as a
driver. Together with Nikoloz Jakeli, he
became a formal owner of a building in
which the government of Georgia resided in
Leuville-sur-Orge.

According to the document created on 24
June 1922, the owner of the Leuville estate
are Nikoloz Jakeli and Benia Chkhikvishvili.
In the first paragraph of this document, it

18. 09605L ©s 0L AgnmagL 3ys3@om bodn d3znmo
- 30ddhmMn, 3Mnds s bamszs. gMnds Jyhodn
300mbamAmMgdnb gadm Abnodn dmamab. 3nddhmMo
00 oMmb 30bgdn ngos - 89dMOMe© 309690569
LabmNEb oMo Badmamm 303nbmznb, ML
390ME3 ©asbANbL Y, MmamME bagbab dhMmab
dznmon, mMo Benno 3gedmzgghab 3nbgdn. 3mggznsbgdom
dadnb 833mgamnb 833mgammonb gedm nbgz 3nbgdn
©300M767L. 385LMOSTN IS NbBsMIHNM
39M30(335Ms, bansgs 30 FsMmOHM@IsMHM EsMAY,
9ma30sb9000 30 36MONMN 9gdndon gobmo.

63603806 (63608) AbN3BNB3NTN
BENIAMIN (BENIA) CHKHIKVISHVILI

18. Benia and his wife had three children - Viktor,
Grisha and Slava. Grisha was killed in the street during
a fight. Viktor was in the prison at that time. He took a
board from a neighboring house to make a sledge and
someone denounced him. As a son of the enemy of the
people, he was put in jail for 2 years. Later, for killing a
murderer of his brother, he was taken back to prison.
Meanwhile, their mother died from heart attack and
Slava was left alone. Later, he became a well-known
doctor.



MmgmmE 0gos30, sbgzg bmxzmob
999MbgMA0m 0YyM o303707MMN ©
ddommooE 398omo@s. bo@msbggmdn
09600 B03MMMD Foygmmeb gMms©
bmggm mgznm-bogM-mMmzab,
Logdomm3zgmmb 360N BmszmMmonb
030mMbsdYMaygmMob gmmIsmyMmo
9930(hMmbY gobo.

1922 Bamab 24 0360LL dgaqbngno
©m3y083bMnL dnbgznm, mgznmnb
9083m0b dxmmadgmads Bngmmmd
53490 ©o 09608 Abnzgzndznman sMnsb
BomIM@agbnmon. 88 @m3ndabhnb
30M39mn39 3969Hdn smbodbymoo:
,0087m0, Mm3gmo@E dgdgbomons A39b
mmob bobgadg 3MInbs cnmznandn.
©933MHad96h0 LYb-ed0 boxrMsbggmdn
©o 0mbndbymos bmhomogm s3hdn,
890g060mdn 4. dmbangMmndo,
Bm@amoyb 3m3magbob dngm, Baynwon
ML bodoMmzgmmb EgdmzMahnymo
M9L3xdMN3NL FMezMMONL WIMom

©o bogdsmmzgamb EgdmzgMadHngm
M9L3xdMN30L LognMMgOsL dgoagdL".
50 ©M3n396hL bgmb 86996 Bngmmmd
59490 ©o 09608 Abngzndznman.

m93nedn bobdmzmyg 3bmzmadabsb,
09600 Abngzndznmo oo dmbomadgdom
939080m0O®y ,,00079mnb BoM3mgdnl ymzgm
©aMaadn: Mg3sMa3nnby, BMNB3gmNL
dm3mbg, boYMamm bagdnbs o
Lbgos..", MOLM3NLYE MY3nmAb do87mab
LodgyMbam 3mBnhghds 1923 Banab 21
™909M3mab mgdnb Bnbgoznm, Bsb
3ob3dMEgmMmM@ godmyym 1400 Msb3N.
3m80L0nb Mo305MBaMOL JoMmm
Abgndob bygmdmBgmom o8 Em3ndgb®dn
300mmgdgmos bobobyann, MmO
,Abn330330m0b xdomos... d93Mo@ 3900
00MbL o 3M3nMHIH0 OO 3xsbYOL

50 978omosL, BogMmsd ndgmgogmny,

50 000 gBYMmOnb godm o0 d3nMY
msbbom gabnbodmammb dnbo gnanom”.
9mm3bym vMJnzdo obgzg dgdmmAgbamny

is indicated: “the estate in Leuville bought

in our name... is bought by the Republic of
Georgia and is a property of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia”. The document is signed
by Nikoloz Jakeli and Benia Chkhikvishvili.

During a short period of living in Leuville,
Benia Chkhikvishvili actively worked in
agriculture for which the Agricultural
Committee of Leuville allocated 1400 Francs
for his salary. A concern is raised in the
document signed by Karlo Chkheidze that
“Chkhikvishvili's work costs much more and
the committee values its work but due to
limited finances, his compensation should
be limited to this small amount”. In the
National Archives of Georgia a document is
preserved in which the scarce belongings of
Chkhikvishvili are described.”

Noe Zhordania provides one interesting note
about Chkhikvishvili: “Once Benia Chkhikv-
ishvili saw me off to the railway station of
Paris. He saw a woman holding a baggage,
he took the baggage and carried into the
train for which everyone was surprised,
especially the owner of the baggage. Benia’s
Georgian gesture was not understood (it
happened in 1923)”[48]

09600 Abng3z0d30mo
09900mb6 S
330m90006 gMmo©

Benia Chkhikvishvili with
his wife and children

0Ma3moa doboMadob
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Chkhikvishvili actively participated in the
political life of the government in exile.
He was involved into the intra-party
negotiations about fighting against the
occupier regime and the restoration of the
independence of Georgia for creating a
united front.

Valiko Jugheli who arrived with him wrote
in the diary: “9 February 1924. Saturday
evening. | want this diary to be happier
than us: I want it to be the last for the
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foreign land... Today, | arrived in Marseille...
Almost 3 years ago | was exactly here: |
entered France through Marseille and | am
leaving France through it. Benia and I arrived
together and we are leaving together.. A
destiny truly exists! Three years ago, | was in
a vague mood... Now | am calm, encouraged
and hopeful... Then, there was no perspec-
tive. Now I have a clear and invincible
belief...” ",

Chkhikvishvili could have refused because
he was very ill but he felt obliged to return
to the country to help it. Meanwhile,

it is notable that he did not share the
reasonability of rebellion. In the words of
National-Democrat Party member Shalva
Amirejibi, “together with Chkhikvishvili, many
Mensheviks also did not share the idea of
rebellion”

Due to understandable conditions,
Chkhikvishvili could not go to see his family.
His youngest, 4-year-old son was taken to
the conspiratorial apartment, the older son
did not know about it for making sure that
they would not let out a secret. When the
child grew up, he vaguely remembered that
“a man with beard” was cuddling and kissing
him, saying “My son, my son..”
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Executed for Rebellion:

V. Jugheli and B.Chkhikvishvili
Propaganda photo from
newspaper “Communist’, 1924
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Benia Chkhikvishvili was arrested on 25 June
1924 at Aleksandre Landia’s apartment. He
was questioned on 11 July of the same year
for the first time. He refused any connection
with Noe Zhordania’s letter and illegal
Central Committee of Social-Democratic
Party. He explained to the investigators that
he had arrived to take his family, livening

in Vladikavkaz, with him as long as he was
going to resettle in Czechoslovakia, that
this was the only purpose of his arrival and
there was no any other objective.

In the minutes of his questioning, we read:
Page 6 - “confiscated belongings: one
thermometer, a piece of chemical pencil,
two collars, braces, belt, watch, small
dictionary”

Page 8 - filled form.

Surname: Chkhikvishvili

Name and the name of father: Beniamin,
son of Grigor

Citizenship: Georgia

Official place of registration: Kutaisi
province, Ozurgeti district, village Tsikhe
Nationality: Georgian

Age: 45 Date of birth: 1879

Education: Agricultural School in Kutaisi
Family members:

Mother - Gogoli Zhghenti, 70, Ozurgeti
distruct

Brother - Davit, 45

Sister — Maria, 25, works at home

Wife - Nadzezhda Kaloeva, 36, Tbilisi
Children - Viktor, Grigor, Sviatoslav / 10,7, 4
Party: member of the Social-Democratic
Party of Georgia since 1900

Workplace:

Irkutsk (until 1917) - Cooperative, private
lessons, agronomy

Sokhumi - head of the city, commissar of
Kutaisi districts, commandant of Batumi;
head of Thilisi; general governor of Thilisi
district
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Previous convictions: during Tsarist Russia
Military service: has never served

Date of arrest: 25 June 1924

Place of arrest: Thilisi, Dusheti street N18
Address before arrest: Thilisi.”

On 30 July 1924, after the hearing, the proxy
of the Special Committee of the Georgian
SSR, Jalaghonia requested Chkhikvishvili to
be resettled from Georgia into one of the

labor camps in a strict isolation for five years.

Chkhikvishvili managed to send a letter
written on a shirt with chemical pencil to

his wife in which he reported that they

were taking him to Russia and calmed her.
Together with the other Georgians, he was
put in the Suzdal prison. On 30 August 1924,
on the request of the government of the
Transcaucasian SFSR, the head of the USSR
Political Administration, Felix Dzerzhinsky
sanctioned the shooting of the leaders

of the Georgian resistance movement:

Benia Chkhikvishvili, Noe Khomeriki, Gogita
Paghava, Giorgi Tsinamdzghvrishvili and
Vaso Nodia. The Georgians were taken to the
Russian territory from Suzdal isolator[51] and
shot. “They are said to have met the death
bravely” !

Their graves are unknown.

m
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The list of the citizens of England and Russia who

left Batumi with the ship Calypso during 1921 war

(28 February, 1921)

While the Bolsheviks were approaching Batumi, foreigners were
leaving the city. It is a well-known fact that Benia Chkhikvishvili
did not allow Batumi governor to sell the carpets. In a postscript
to the mentioned letter, we see that the citizens of England and
Russia still managed to take the carpets out of Georgia.

©I3EYM00 bagoMmmzgmmb gMm3zbym sMmjnzdo
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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Benia Chkhikvishvili's article - “Miserable Country” about the
situation in Georgia after the invasion of Red Army (July 1921)

“..I have unquestionable reports that the works standing in the
queues for receiving food die from starvation, the cases of suicide
are very frequent and our intelligentsia from professor to writers
sell old belonging in the streets..”

©33IM00 bagoMmmzgmmb gMmmzbym sMjn3zdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgiaa
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Map of Georgia showing routes of occu-
pation of Georgia by Bolshevik Russian
troops in 1921 (1924-1925)

Emigrated politicians, including Karlo
Chkheidze frequently spoke about and
raised the awareness of the European
society about the occupation of Georgia.
In this case, Karlo Chkheidze presented
conditional indications and routes from
which the Bolshevik Red Army entered
the Georgian territory on the map
prepared for the Paris Peace Conference.

©339m0s bagommzgmmb
9Mm367m sMgjn3dn

Preserved at the National Archives
of Georgia
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Benia Chkhikvishvili's address to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Evgeni Gegechkori about unlawfully detained police
officer by the English police in Paris, about the investigation

of Imnadze’s Case (1921)
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The meeting of Georgian government in exile, where the commis-
sion on the Georgian state property was established and Benia
Chkhikvishvili became its member (16 May, 1921)

Benia Chkhikvishvili was among Konstantine Kandelaki, Ekvtime
Takaishvili and other who were in charge of controlling the Georgian
state property. Later, he became an official representative while
purchasing Leuville estate.

©3E73m00 bagommzggmmb gMmm3zbym sMjozdo
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The resolution of the government on purchasing Leuville estate and re-registering it
from Benia Chkhikvishvili and Nikoloz Jakeli to the government (26 June 1922)

©33ImM00 bagdoMmmzgmmb gMmm363m sMmJjn3zdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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document created before purchasing Leuville estate: Benia
Chkhikvishvili and Nikoloz Jakeli's declaration that the estate
purchased on their behalf belonged to the Republic of Georgia
(24 July 1922)
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Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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B03mmmd (3sMmmm) Abgndab bgmBmBgmomon mgdn dgbns
Abni30d30mnbM3NL E8BaHgdNmN 3bsdMaYMgonL 8nEgdnb Momdsdy
mg30mab 3387mdn ,356La3gNMYdyn Idomdobmznb”

(21 mgdgMm3smn, 1923 Bgann)

Nikoloz (Karlo) Chkheidze's signed protocol about giving additional
compensation to Benia Chkhikvishvili for exceptional work at the Leuville
estate (21 february 1923)
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Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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m930m3n ExYd630ma bogoMmmzgmmb dmszmmanb
1923 6enab 6 m30b 3g3Mbogom-gabogzmab smMmobznb
Robobgmoa

dmozmmonb Bg3Mgon 3odymdn bm@mab dggmbgmdasl
00LbEY3Hb96: ,8MNB3gMMS s 3bmzgmms dmdghgosd
9mMa3Es DoMamn... 0om-0MbHsBIs IMZEd DoMamn 5630
®3M3b30LY"

The budget records of 6 months of the Georgian
government based in Leuville, 1923

The members of the government were involved in agriculture
at the estate: “We have experienced loss due to the breed of
livestock and birds... the loss for gardening was 5630 Francs”.

3300 bagommzggmmb ghmzgbym sMgnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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M9L3xomMn3nLb BnbsbLMS ymyomon
0060bBHMOL, 3MBLAHBHNBY 3obamaznl
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3m38obnnbo@adn, 09608 AbN3z0d30mMNb
909fM 30390l 3obzemaznl ygangonlb
90L™M30L gosEganL MeMdIdY

(10 BsMhn, 1924 Byann)

The Minster of Finance of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia, Konstantine
Kandelaki's letter to the Leuville
commission about the delegation of Benia
Chkhikvishvili's rights on the estate to him
(10 March 1924)

33300 bagommzggmmb gMmzbywm
dMgjnzda

Preserved at the National Archives of
Georgia
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096008 Abnzgzndznmab BgMmoma bsgsMmzgammb
dmo3mMmonbo@dn, bnoybgnmgdn dymen
q90803MabdHob, bmbm gggamasdznamnbamanb
©3bdsMmydnb vmdMAGBNL Mamdsdy (1923 Bymn)

Benia Chkhikvishvili’s letter to the Georgian
government about helping a poor Georgian
migrant, Soso Gegelashvili (1923)

©33Y™0s bogommzggmmb gmmzbywm sMjnzdo
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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Jomm3zgmo 9303MabdHgdn vcgbao,

33MmM3mmabmb (1924 Gyemn)

©gob8b: 30mn3m Fnmgann, 30dhmM 396¢hgMsdg/ bbgsb:
3Mogmm 3063508d9, 30Lnm Bmony, 09608 Abnzzndznann.

Georgian migrants in Athens, at the Acropolis (1924)
Standing: Valiko Jugheli, Viktor Tsenteradze / Sitting: Grigol
tsintsabadze, Vasil Nodia, Benia Chkhikvishvili.

©3E3m00 bogommzgmmb gMmm3zbym sMjozdo
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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09600 Abngznd30mab mos doMamn d30amab, gMagmae (gMnds) Abnzzndz0mabawdn
LOBMI63xM0S6 (19 Ly hgdogMn, 1923 Bgma)

,30bbmM3 L dznmm, MmA 350539060L ggmo Jmgd396ma I9sd 333sMNY, 3JTNNO
9396 ©o m733960 65bznb Ndgom bEMEbmmdL. MMmEs 3endMEgdn, sd0b gonggo,
Mmad 89 oMoxkgMn 0Msmo 8ndndmznb mg3gbl sbgm gdodbsmgdadn”

Benia Chkhikvishvili’s open letter to Grigol (Grisha) Chkhikvishvili from France

(19 September 1923)

“Remember, son, that your father's heart without you is always dead, waits for you and
lives with the hope to see you. When you grow up you will understand that | have no
fault in your struggle”.

0Mogmo dobomadab 3mmgdins
Irakli Makharadze Collection



0mm3g3039M0 3MM3dga6wa: doMmzgon bogoMmmzgmmb
30M3gmo admzMadoymo Myb3ndmoaznb 6g3Mgdnb
39M039(h3MIA001. 33HMMN: 33MMb Jynomgmody

(1923 6gamn)

m9qbdn 330mbymMoOm: ,gmMESbNS EN3MN3nHML P3M3DL,
®o Abgndg 0gd39 g3l 0396sL... Abngzndznmao s3n0(HnbyoLb
bH3MLY, O N33 MM FYMamMb3gb nd39ML 3bznMLL”

Bolshevik propaganda cartoon showing members of the
First Democratic Republic of Georgia. Author: Apollon
Kutateladze (1923)

The verse mocks Benia Chkhikvishvili, playing stivar.

©33ImM00 bagoMmmzgmmb 3oMmmedgb@ob
9Mm367m dndmommy3adn
Preserved at the National Parliament Library of Georgia
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09600 Abnzz0d30mab a3ohndMgxdab bogodmdngdm
bogdg (1924 Byema)

(1) yos

@ ©33960mads 1924 Banalb 26 s330bH™ML 09605306
Abng3nd30mnb ©s353900L MeMOIBY

@ mm@gmo 0960 Abnizzndznmnb @ads®ndmgonlb
0MoM0osdY, bgmb sB69ML mMagzmMagbhn dgMno.

@ 096008 Abnzgzndznmnbmznl AbMyz0bsb smdmAgboann
30Ms0n 6030mg500L Asdmbsmgamo: ghmaon
mgmIm3Aghmo, Jndngmo Bsbgmab boggMan, mMmo
baygmm, 3gn8gdn, Bagmnb Jodomn, BmaMnsbo bosmn
70MsmMMm 59300, 3othoMs mgqdbogmbn.

@ 096008 Abngzndzoamab dngM g3bgdgamn s639ho.

3396Mn: Abnzzndznmon

babgmn o 3330b bobgma: 09605306 gMogmmnb dy
amgomoaggmos: boJommzggmmb

Ra6gMab dgnmon: Jnmsnbolb gnogMmbns, MdYM3gMNNL
mangn, bmygmo 3nbg

9Mm36909: JoMmm3qgmon

dbogn: 45 6ymM0; P8OEIONL MsMomn, 1879

396009 d: LybMBmMM bsdgyMmbgm byMmms Jymsnbdo
m3zobob 6936Mg00:

I - 3M3MN 35E00L-3b FMabhn, sbsgn 70, MdOM3gMNbL
mando

dds - @o3nm gMmngmmab-dg, sbogn 35

©o - 8aMng, sbogn 25, 3xdomdL bobmdn

3Mmao - B3I 93LHIMNL-b Joamy3s, sbsgo 36,
®0nmobo

d30mg00 - 30dHmM0, gMmogmmo, bgnshmbanszn/ 10,7, 4
3oMdnymmoa: bogoMmmzammb bmEnsm-gdmzMshnymn
3oM®H0ob 693M0 1900 BmMnsb

L3domM dEgNEMydN:

0fM3hL30 (1917 BansdY) - 3Mm3gMsEns, 3gMdm
3933900900, 93MmMbMaAny

bmbydn - Jomagab ms30; Jgmsnbob ggogmMbonb 3mdnbsmo;
00m730b 3mB3963bhn; MmONMALOL Jomasdob Mmo30;
®0nmobob mangab ggbgMmsamymn gnogMbshmmn
60bsddMoMgmd: d9B0L MYLAMNL EMML

badbgEMM bodLLbYMA: sMLMEOIL oM BLbabyMMO®.
MeEab s 3039b: 1924 Bmab 25 n360LL

LOE E33939b: MONMNLN, EPTgmnb Johs N18
bogbM3zMYdgxMN 33NN V3339030 ]: MONMALN

The case of Benia Chkhikvishvili’s arrest
(1924)

@ coverpage

@ August 1924 resolution on the arrest of Benia
Chkhikvishvili

@ Order on Benia Chkhikvishvili's arrest signed by
Lavrentiy Beria.

@ The list of Benia Chkhikvishvili's discovered
belongings during inspection: one thermometer, a
piece of chemical pencil, two collars, braces, belt,
watch, small dictionary

(5) Aform filled by Benia Chkhikvishvii

Surname: Chkhikvishvili

Name and the name of father: Beniamin, son of Grigor
Citizenship: Georgia

Official place of registration: Kutaisi province,

Ozurgeti district, village Tsikhe

Nationality: Georgian

Age: 45 Date of birth: 1879

Education: Agricultural School in Kutaisi

Family members:

Mother - Gogoli Zhghenti, 70, Ozurgeti distruct

Brother — Davit, 45

Sister — Maria, 25, works at home

Wife — Nadezhda Kaloeva, 36, Tbilisi

Children - Viktor, Grigor, Sviatoslav / 10, 7, 4

Party: member of the Social-Democratic Party

of Georgia since 1900

Workplace:

Irkutsk (until 1917) - Cooperative, private lessons, agronomy
Sokhumi - head of the city, commissar of Kutaisi district,
commandant of Batumi; head of Thilisi city; general governor
of Thilisi district

Previous convictions: during Tsarist Russia

Military service: has never served

Date of arrest: 25 June 1924

Place of arrest: Thilisi, Dusheti street N18

Address before arrest: Thilisi
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@ 09600 AbN3zn830mnbm30L odmAgbamn Bmyg
Jmmobosb BaMowmn bodoMmmzgmmb bmEoson-
©a0m3Mmahngmo 3smHnab (33-L Bndsma
bogdoMm3zammb EgdmzMadngmo Mab3ndmngnb
00aa60b mmMbnbdngdgdab Memosdy.

bagoMoyme, gb 6gMawo gobbosymMmgdyma
3m809d 0oL (UK) 80gM nym ©a63Mnmo o
65M3MO3x6s yomod 3¢h303309mMgo00.

@ bogebgg0m 3mdnbnab BgMnmoa, MmAmab
0060b8saE, OMMBHNL O3NMb30M P3N,
mMmmad 09600 ABN3Z30830mMAL LodLEgMM MBEYON
¥n300d0 3M3babHgonL @obgMabhedn nmgdbb
dmbBaBnamgmOosL.

dmdomadg mobnenbab BgMmoamn 030l momdsdy,
Mma Jomagnb 8myMagmdabsb 096ns Abnggndznmads
3oL 0060 AsBMoMmM3s o 0b o 8nbo Mgsbn
LobmzMyOMO® 39MENL ©nbsdn gowany3sbe.

@ 096008 Abngzndznmab ognmbgnb mddn dobogy
bgamdmbgMmno.

393000b30: MO6©NIL 006030 Ymxu6abLb Nexdom
01 9 63Momb dgnmmomozn 396dMmomyMo
3M00dghHneab 36 bogMmome 3060903067

3oLybo: oM dndncns sMabonMo BgMmoema, MMAgmos
899b30MES dEznMMOMa3 MMgI60BIED.

@ 096005 Abngzndz0mab 3mmob gobEbswgds dobmznlb
LegIMNLY S B3FMYdNL gosE130L MOMdSBY.

@ ©33960mads 09608 AbN330d30mMNL MOMOSBY.
bganb 869M96 somomabne, IMMmmMBN, 3306 Homnaba.

099600 Ab0330330¢mb bobbemab bodsMmaremab

3m9JLabL 58-3 v 59-3 Ixbmgdnb dnbgeznm

909bo30 goabobmygds bogmbiEgbdhMmognm 6360390

5 6enab 300001. 363760 IRYI6xdYI™MO nym
©9393909mM0 mJMysdznmab 39690909, 30939 6MY
JMM603b BxMomdy, MmMIMmab Jmbog mo3om 096000
3903MM0Ya© Yafym.

Noe Zhordania's letter to the central committee of the
Social-Democratic Part of Georgia on the restoration of
the Georgian Democratic Republic

Supposedly, this letter was written by Cheka and was a
false testimony.

@ Letter of special committee, according to which,
through Ghlonti's questioning it had been proved that
Benia Chkhikvishvili's military units participated in the
shooting of Communists.

Lasitsin’s letter that while being the governor of
the city, Benia Chkhikvishvili confiscated his house
and resettled his family to the house in unsuitable
conditions for living.

@ Minutes of Benia Chkhikvishvili's questioning signed by
himself.

Question: Did you receive letter from the Central Committee
or anyone else while living in Landia’s house?

Answer: | have not received any letter concerning local
organization.

the application of Benia Chkhikvishvili's wife on
delivering him food and medicines.

resolution on Benia Chkhikvishvili signed by Jalaghania,
Moroz, Kvantaliani.

According to the articles 58 and 59 of criminal code, Benia
Chkhikvishvili was sentenced resettlement to the labor
camp for 5 years. The decision was based on arrested
Okruashvili’s testimony and Noe Zhordania’s letter, which
Benia Chkhikvishvili rejected he had received.

©3379m0s bogommzgemmb dbL sMjnzdn
Preserved at the MIA Archive of Georgia
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baJoMm39mMmMb bMmEnsm-gdmzMabhogmo
3ombhonb BsMIMIsagbmnb, nMszamn
(3030) BgMgomanab Bgmomgdn 93mm3nl
bMENsMObHgONLy s bb3sobbas
bLagaAMbsAn badsMmmzgmmadn dson
3ombonb Bg3Magdob ada®hndmgonl o
3obbmMmEngmadyamn hgmmmMob dgbsbgd
(1924-1925 Bangon)

Letters of Irakli (Kaki) Tsereteli, representative

of the Social-Democratic Party of Georgia, to the
European socialists and various embassies about
the arrest of the members of the party and terror
against them (1924-1925)

©33Im0s bogoMmmzgmmb gMmm3zbym sMjozdo
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia



Adresse: Ville la Terrsase
Le Prruchet

- (8 &o0)
i"'!';"f’z%(nq .ffJ_/.J-‘A«m-Nif-‘ep ,fﬂ//;

b b i

Le Peag Paris le 12 Mail I925

Cher Camarade Adler ,

Je vous envoie la trsduction littérale de 1l'artiocle
"Zaria Vastoka®™. Vous y verrez gue méme, si les sccusstions
portdes , dins ce compte-remdu, contre notre parti, dtalent
justes, elles n'ont rien & falre aveo 1l'exdontion des otages,

Je vous signele en méme temps un treit ourieux de ce
oompte-rendu: selon ses sffirmations, I2.000 membres de notre
pertl sersient passds en Aofit 1923 au parti bolchéviste, D'sutre
part, le nombrs tot=l d:s membrea du pcril ocommuniste en Géorgle
gelon les ochiftrss officiels, de 1' Internationale Communiste ne
dépresent pas mgtuellement 12,000, Il en rosssort dono qu'au
moment ol les troupes bolchévietes en I92I ocoupdremnt la Géorgie
non seulement, 11 n'y aveit pas dans le pays de révolutiom bol-

oehéviete, msis encore il ne e'y tronvelt pas un seul bolohéviste
4 !
/ 2 /
LAt l -

P.3. Jeo profite de cette ooccagion pour wvous prier d'ajonter
aa rapport sur le parti ?énrginn ( dans le livre gue vous
préparez pour le Congrads) su commencement ol i1 est
question des orgenisations des portis, ceol:"Le président
du Boreau A 1'Btrenger du Comité Centrel :N, JORDANIAW



EXTRAIT DES LISTES DES PERSONNES EXECUTEES EN GEORGIE
ot ol 8 A S E g
en Septembre 1924
IE LA Iére LISTR

Exdoutés dont om 8 leec noms, 8g0 et profession.

; D?B; cette liste n'entrent pas 24 détenus politiques fusillés,
pmf leaquele<DJOUGUELI~- dont 18 1lis n}a fut donnde antérieurement.
5 détenus rolitiques errétée longtemps avent 1'insurweotion
‘{ EHOMERIKI = ancien Hiniatre de I'l?mﬂtm TCHIEVICHVILI - sncien
Meire de Tiflis et &qmté HODIA - ati PAGAVA et TSINAMDGVARICHVILI =
jearnaliste) furemt 4'sbord trmﬁréi S0UZDAL en Russie ob sont ddte-
ms lesvgdorgiens, ds 14 ils furent pris pour Stre remends su Cenoese,
miis fnﬂnt :El:ilid: a:t route, prdes de MOS300U.

I~ Dans 1s ville de !11‘11! -
I- De la prison de Métékhi .......... I38
2- De 1'hGpitel "™ a° (melades). I2
&= Das prisona deg THhERE ...c00e0ees B4
4~ De 1A prison départementsle ,,.... I 184 oxdoutds,

Il-Dmh?H'ma' “w‘li' E SR e FEEe A R e RS e ’g l.
I - v = R P SOV g ae
s » L R T T N O, a°

7 - n - ' » Nﬂ’-' LR N N R R R ] Iﬁ d-.
n - w w ?111ﬂ i. nﬂni L N N F R R R R R ﬁ "..
TII - L L » » muhﬂui iII'III‘IIIIII-.*'.".I.'I-"- 'u ‘.
YIII - n L L w !'hiatanr’- LR LR Rl R e N T N R R R ] “‘ d-'
II - » " n L El.ntridi LA R R N R N N N R N e e I? 1'
X - " » 1"?111!8’ de Rounissi sssssssssssssssenasnaa BB da*®
451 exédeutda,
P les exdéoutds de oette 11 il
femnes et des ntn dont: > " 5 A TR

Georges TCHITCHOUA, 8gé de 90 sns, déoepité & coups de hache.
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Rajden BOUSK/NADIE, £gé de 82 sns, fmeillé,

Les femilles portent le nom de PANIACHVILI, hebitent le
'illage de Rouissi ( en Kerthli), furent entidrement ax{eminéaa:

I- Lado PANIACHVILI et son fils David ( I6 ans)

2~ Jean PANIACHVILI et ses filles Themer ( I4 &
( 6 ang) ot ses 2 bdbds ( 4 ans et 3 EIE.H} us) Soulike

3~ Mme Julie PANIACHVILI (Teuve) et son filsm Grégoire ( I2
ans) et ses doux filles Louisa ( ID ans) et Irénme (8 ens)

4~ Badour PANTACHVILI ot som f£ils Zourel ( IT ans) et gmes
filles Teovsowns ( 5 sns) Mathioo ( 4 ens) Larisss ( 3 :l.ﬂl

5~ Josgeph PANIACHVILI, ga femme Fina, leurs f£illes Nina
I2 ang) Xotiouoha { 5 sng) et leurs sor
l 4 ens) et Vsliodds ( 3 ans), ks

6- Guéno PANIACHVILI, se femms Marguerite, leur fills Themar
( 9 ans) leur gergon ( 4 ans) et leur bébé { 3 ens)

7- Gabriel PANIAGHVILI, se mdre ( 70 sns) et son £ils ( I2 mns)

8- Mme Dounic PANIACHVILI, s midre
e R b ( 60 ans) s domestigue

9= Mme snna PANIACHVILI ( 25 ans)

LogoMmmzgmmb gdmzmadoymo Mab3ydmaznb Letters spread by the government of the Democratic Repub-
0m03Mmdnb dngM godmg39ybgdma Ggmoengdo lic of Georgia in French newspapers about the repressions
BMI63mM 3aB909g03dn bogoMmmzgmmadn dmemadg303900L carried out by the Bolsheviks (September 1924)

909/ 3gobbmMmEngmgdyma My3Mgbagdab 3gbabgd The introduction concerns repressions of Benia
(bgghgddgMn, 1924). Chkhikvishvili and the other prominent politicians.
©m3y996hob 89Ls35mAdn baygdsMmas 6960 Abnzz0d30mMAb Statistical data about repressions:

©o bbzs gbmonma 3mmahagmbob MY3MobngddY. 184 in Thilisi - 137 in Metekhi prison, 24 in Cheka prison /
9mygzsbomons My3MmgboMmgdgmms bHsdhobHngymMo 451 in the regions.

0mbsi399900: Exceptional cases: Giorgi Chichua, 90; Razhden Buskanadze,
184 30M0 md0mnbdn, o dmMab 138 ghgbab 3nbgdo, 24 82 and 9 members of Paniashvili family living in Ruisi,

- fggsb 3nbgdn, 451 Mganmbgddo. among them several under-age members.

30939 33bboggMMgdymn dgdmbzgz9dn: 90 Bl
30mM30 AnAys, 82 Banob Magw9b 03L3960d9 O
Mynbdn dzbmzMmgdn gsbnsdznmgonb mgabab 9 Bg3Mma, ©I3EYM00 bogoMmmzggmmb gMmm3zbym smjnzdn
MMIgmogsb Mednbndg sMsbMmymbemmasbog nym. Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia
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COPI N

PROCES-VERBAL
DES SEAnCES DES REPRESENTANTS
des REPUSBLIQUES D'AZERSBAIW AN, DE GEORGIE et du
CAUGASE DU NORD, tenues a PARIS, les %, 11, 16,22 et
29 Octobre - 6 et 11 Kovembre 1924,

Les Representants des Trois Hépubliques constatent unani-
mement l'unité et la communauté des intér8ts politigues et
éoonomiques de l'Azerbaidjan, du Caucase du Nord et de la
Géorgie, déclards par eux meintes fois dans é'autres circons-
tences; ils relévent les gympathies mutuelles et les rapports
amicaux de leurs peuples & travers les sidcles,

Sur ces constatations, les représentants jugdrent essen=
tiellement indispensable d'établir les bases principales d'une
union politique et économique des peuples d'Azerbaidjam, du
Caucagse du Nord et de Géorgie, sur lesquelles devra 8tre
édifide la Constitution méme de cette Union,

Au cours de leurs délibérations, sur cette guestion
piimordiale, les Représentants des trois Républiques Caucasiennes
ont unanimement conclu & la nécessité de 1'Union de l'Azerbaidjan,
du Caucase du Nord et de la Géorgie, sous la forme d'une Confédé=-
ration,

En vue d'asseoir la Confédération du Caucase, les Représentarm
desdites Républiques jugérent nécessaire d'établir entre 1l'Azer-
bgidjan, le Caucase du Nord et la Géorgie, immédiatement aprés la



libération de leurs territoires des forces d'occipation,

l'unité douanidre et une alliance militaire défensive.

Il est entendu gque simultanément l'action diplomatigue de
ces Républiques sera unifiéde.

Une Commission spéciale sera oréée, dés maintenant, pour
l'élaboration du projet de la Constitution ou des principales
bagses de ladite Constitution, ainsi que des projets des unions
sus-mentionnées, Le projet de la Constitution sera soumis pour
ratification aux Parlements et aux Agsemblées Constituantes de
chacune de ces Républiques, dés la libération du Caucase, des
troupes d'occupation soviétiques russes,

En ce qui concerne le programme d'action future en vue
de la libération de leurs pays du joug étranger, les Représentanti
des trois Républiques concluent & la nécessité d'unifier 1l'action
des organes Azerbaidjanien, Géorgien et Nord-Caucasien, résidant
& l'étranger, Dans ce but est fondé un COMITE CAUCASIEN, qui aura
pour fonetions de préparer et diriger les peuples du Caucase
dans leur lutte pour la libération. Ce méme Comité unifié 1l'oeuvre
diplomatique des trois Républiques, Le Comité Caucasien comprend
quatre sections; la section d'organisation, la section diplomati-
que, la section financidre et la section de propagande,

Le présent procés-verbal est signé en trois exemplaires par
les Représentants des Républigues d'Azerbaidjan, du Caucase du
Nord et de la Géorgie ayant assisté aux Séances.

Pour 1'AZERBAIDJAN (signé) A.M,TOPPCHIBACHI,HADJISEYLI,

Pour la GEORGIE (signé) A.TCHENKELI,N,RAMICHVILI, S.KEDIA.
Pour le CAUCASE DU NORD, A.M,TCHERMOEFF, X, HAIDAR OFF4H, BAMAT



399MO3053600, boJoMmm3zxgmmb s 39330000b ngmams
M9L37xdm030L BoMAMB3ggbmMgoL ImMab 3oMBIn
3930Mmym AMmO30My390900 o doc dngMm 30330bNo30
00000060M3 MY3MgLngdab Egdmds [BaMmamab sbena]
(1924 6gann)

Bgmomb bgamb o69Mgb 0DgMOs0E300L BbM0Eeb dogndgomn
5 myhndsdgzn, bogommazgmmaasb - Abgbiqgmoa, Medndznmn
©o 39009, dmngmms MYb3gdmnznmab - AgMdmagn,
don@aMmman, 053s(00.

9Mm30L godgmdn gedmgzgybgdymo bhadhoos - ,MHa3mMmMyEN
30330L0s30" 89608 Abngzndznmab, Bmg bmdgMmaznb @
39M03M 53090l ZmHmgodno s MOnmMbNL byno.

Talks among the representatives of the republics of Azerbai-
jan, Georgia and Northern Caucasus and the condemnation of
repressions by them [copy of the letter] (1924)

Letter is signed by Hajibeili and Topchibashev from Azerbaijan,
Chenkeli, Ramishvili and Kedia from Georgia and Chermoey,
Haidarov and Bamat from Northern Caucasus.

The letter is accompanied by the article published in the
newspaper - “Revolution in the Caucasus” with Benia
Chkhikvishvili, Noe Khomeriki and Valiko Jugheli’s photos with
Thilisi background.

©33ImM00 bagoMmmzgmmb gMmm3bym sMmJjnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia



27 SEriEsbie 1924

LA REVOLUTION AU CAUCASE

Depuis bn guorre, plos gu'on nocuns o de l']'.!I.'-
toire, In vie du monde ost dominée par des besoine
Gronomigques - tels, gue bes vieilles notions d'satreloos
politignes et socisbes, wndent de, plus en plus & devenir
enitagques,

Loastivitd hamaine sat & g geeint fopeenée, qu'ells
en est parcenue & mapprochdr, de manicre insttendoe,
bes théories socinles Jes plus oppostes. Doclrines capi-
talistos of communistes ¢n arpivent prosque @ se joindr
borsquielles pritendent qua les richesses matamdles de
w0l dodvent appartenic non b oclul qui posséde oo eal,
miis A emx —— Socibis on Etats — gui en ond besoin
0il - pour en vivre, solt pouar v tirer profit.

Ellps =0 joignént — mas pour saTronter Etimning
dis priissanons fgales, par-dessus peuples o antions.

Fi a'ost. poargquad Lo préseuoe de e & richesses natuo-
relles » danz [0 sol possédé por un portioulior o ung
pation, prectes qui sutrofols constituait ponr un
comme pour Pautre une vértable richesse, devient
aujourdhul un non moins viritable danger et porto en
el o germe de malbours sans nom.

Clest oe qui s produit. petoclbement. pour b mdor-

Zeretalll. Jordana.

Tiflls vee de la-forteresse persane qui domine 1a: ville.
Az ecnare, la r."r!m Kot — Fhals 2Tl

Ehamariky,

minisire oo 1'Agrisultere.
Tl BES VIMNOT-GUATRE CEONGIENS NOTARLES FURILLES mECEMMENT FAN LES TRSUMES DES Soviets A TirLis,

Kandsltalkl,
LE souveENEMENT clomcins SEGEAMT A PARiE,
Mogdemres du riaidest Jordana r lcumon S ls Clorgie & 'siigie de saim Georgm. — Pt Buolvor

Curgnetchkori

Techikvichvily,
maire de Tifls.

Valiko Ghiughedi,
commandant ds la garde popuolaie

LETTITEo TR s [T e T e
plus  meeuléa pour In rizhess
lewrs *fonia

Car le Cosense, mnlliumusenent pour bui, [POUE P
arlmimble populution Jd'sgriculioors, de pasteurs of de
maditagnards de Iibertd, d'ichinl, possicde des gises
ments de naphte ob do manganiee gqui sont parmn les
plue ricles du momde,

En Cforgie — ol I'insurrection setoelle s eommened
— wit une ree donk I beautd, |n puretd du type
phivsigue sont, i josle tiiee, cdlébmes, Sos habdumns, dont
In lnngue ost o pewt-Sire b plus anclonme parmi celles
de 'Asie amtéricurs, n'ont jomeais aspind quih vivee
pa it, heurpux doe lour sol of de bour langue,
wins lagpeelle bours idrateurs ont modeld dadmimbsdes
Jrostins

Cex hommmees sont poides, sonl nrilstes, dins ume
X et splondide do montagaes,  de
& ol le ploines gqui pourmil, S
tnbdement  le peradin termestre, 8 gquelqoe . 0
ennemi des bomains n'avait eachd dans son sein les
produits du fea intériear, presque oos e minorais
oonntd, of sortout du evives, do moammeise ef du
nagslite.

r, la Clongie «f tous les pave eovcosiens, s vol-
ains, sonl, fu cours des siitcles, o fowce meieae
wes ehoses dins Porbite  de Venpire russe suhs cosse
prindissnt. Bl comme, dons In Constitution de U nion
[adértive des mipubliques  sociftigues, Moseon &
riservid nu pouvodr sentml le droit exclusil do dis-
poser die richesses natorelbes des n"pll'lllll:rm-:l (i,
el d'en accordor le deoid -i'u'uplaiunl:un i qul bon i
semble, il Gtait Taial gque e Boviels entendrbmt
gander strivtetoent |a propriitd de si belles sources do

depute Mamtiguite Ik
o lour sous-sol or de
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33990 ,3m3760LAHNLY bHshns - ,JoMmymo Bomgmo sMdns dmnmbmgb 396393039000 @
y39ms 3MBOHM-Mg3MmyEnmByIMadnL bsbhnl sbEsb” (1924 Bymn)

Article of the newspaper “Communist” - “The Red Army Requests Strict Punishment of
Mensheviks and All of the Counter-Revolutionaries”

©333mM00 bagoMmzgmmb 3oMmmodgbdnb gMmm3zbm dndmommy3zadn
Preserved at the National Parliament Library of Georgia
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0o3geBvgM bhoHngdn o N6BMMISENYd0 dMMB303900L
909/ 6amIMYOma MY3MgLagdabL, 6960s Abngzndznmal
©0 33M03M F90gmob adshndmgodab dgbabyd

(1924 6gann)

Newspaper artilces and information about the Bolshevik
repressions and the arrest of Benia Chkhikvishvili and
Valiko Jugheli (1924)

bagoMmmzammb m3y3s300b 39893, Logsdgmm bhshngodn
(,09689303ms M3MOY’, ,BMmMAnb I30mB0 JOMYbYONsb
39mmABgmm MY3MMIE0YMH MEobL” ©s .3.), J0MNMSQS,
3MmM35356@abHIM™ babosmb shoMmyode.

After the occupation of Georgia, articles mainly had a
propagandistic character: “Rotting of Menshviks”, “Sons of
Labor Return to the Family of Workers”, etc.

1923 Bennb 28 dsMAHL badsMmmzgmmb bmEnsm-
©39m3Mmshogmo (896893039M0) 3sMpns Mdnaob3o

08 Labsbmgdn dg03Mnds, LowoE bageMmzgammb
30M39m3ds ©gdmaMadhnymads Mgbdnomngsd sMmbyomds
399msEbso. 3aMHnsb dmmIgzngymo Mgg0d0obs @
90b0 330dMMy0nLb MMEsbmMadnl BbMnsb Bgbmmnm s
hammmab gedmyqgbgdom ,bomozgdo Asgygbab” 3nMzgmo
M9b30mn3nb sdWYdbgdgmn 3Maonb B33Mn, nMbgd
00g830Mnsbn.

75-80 @9mMgasaMads nomm gomabyzghnmgds
bogdsMmmzgammb bmgnom-©gdmzmahngann (896373037M0)
30MMHONL MN330ENNL @S 3M3YBaLHIM dsmbnsbmsb
399009000 MemdSdY.

On 28 March 1923, the Social Democratic Party of Georgia
gathered at the palace where the Democratic Republic of
Georgia declared its existance. Through the pressure from the
Bolshevik regime and its security organs, loseb Machavarian,
member of the Constituent Assembly, became the head of
the party. 75 delegates decided the liquidation of the Social-
Democratic Party of Georgia and its unification with the
Communist Party.
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39M03M $3mgmab s 960 Abnzzndznmab dg3ymMmos
y39mMsdg 0O ,HMMBINE" 0g3s. 0L 83537000
d9bsbgd bhsHngdo sfms Fbmmmo dob Bnbssmd©IR,
389 LdMZsEM BODMNL mgb3zNLigbsE nym
900sMmymo: 6 5330LHML MONEOLAN, Loamsdmb 10
LosMbs s 35 BymHBg odsHndmMgdgam ngbs badmzsm-
33M9mN@eb sMmagaamyMa Asdmbymn, bobsmbm
330MN0b dhodnb ymx. me3d5masmg s 396393039600
35MHoab 3.3. 693M0, 3gmb begoMmzgmmadn 3bmdnmo
05060MH0, MLYMNL S sBbBYMNL FodsboagMgdgmn
39(MN3M symaan, MmMIgmadsE bobbmom dmmbym
©13900b s bbgs 3sdMyoN.."

63603806 (63608) AbN3BNB3NT0
BENIAMIN (BENIA) CHKHIKVISHVILI

The arrest of Valiko Jugheli and Benia Chkhikvishvili became
the greatest “trophy”. Articles about him was not only aimed
against him but on the enhancement of public hatred: “On
6 August, at 10:35 in the evening, Valiko Jugheli, former head
of the People’s Guard, member of the Menshevik Party, well-
known bandit in the whole Georgia, the destroyer of Ossetia
and Abkhazia, who has shed blood of many in Dusheti and
the other districts and has illegally returned from abroad,
was arrested..”

©339mM00 bagoMmmzgmmb gMm3bym sMmJjnzdn
Preserved at the National Archives of Georgia



09600 goobobngdsdn (1910-0060 Bengodn) 0fMo3mn doboMmadab 3mengdi3ns
Benia in Exile (1910s) Irakli Makharadze Collection
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